7 HopeGates As We Approach Ne’ilah
Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub, LCSW © 2025, Dorshei Derekh/Germantown Jewish Centre, Ne’ilah, 5786

oW X DIj1 27 YNl TN DWA "IN A/ Kaveh el HaShem, Hazak v'Yaametz Libekha v’Kaveh el HaShem
“Hope in HaShem; be strong and of good courage! O, Hope in Hashem!” (end of Psalm 27)

First: A Cautionary Tale
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Rav Abun erected two grand gates for the Beit Midrash, and he showed them to Rav Mina. The latter
Rabbi quoted Hosea 8:14, ‘Israel builds temples, and forgets his Maker,” and went on to say, “Had you
spent this money more piously, would there not have been many laboring in the Torah?”
Jerusalem Talmud, Shekalim 5:6
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HopeGate # 1: Gates of Eternal Access and Extreme “Upward Mobility”
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God disqualifies no creature (i.e., nobody), but He receives them all. The gates are always open, and all
who wish to enter can enter; therefore it says, ‘The ger (understood as “proselyte”) did not lodge in the
street...” (Job 31:32) as ‘And your ger within your gates’ (Deut. 31:12) as “l opened my doors to the
traveler (end of Job 31:2)— so the H.B.O. bears His creatures. Rabbi Berechiah said: The verse, ‘the ger
did not lodge in the street’ refers to proselytes who are to serve as priests in the Temple, as it is said,
“And the proselytes shall be joined (v’nis-p’hu)with them, and cleave to the house of Jacob” (/saiah 14:1),
for the word “joined” refers to the priesthood, as it says, “S’fa-hei-ni na/Join me, | pray, to one of the
priesthoods” (I Samuel 2:36). Midrash Sh’mot/Exodus Rabbah, Bo, 19:4

HopeGate # 2 : Gates of Tears and Word-Wounds
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Rabbi Elazar said: Since the day the Temple was destroyed, the gates of prayer have been locked, for it
is written: “Also when | cry out, he shuts out my prayer” (Eikhah/ Lamentations 3:8) But the gates of tears
are never shut, for it is written, “Hear my prayer, HaShem, and give ear unto my cry; hold not Your
peace at my tears (Psalm 39:13.).....Rav Hisda said: The gates (of heaven) may be shut to all prayers, but
never to the prayer of one who has been wounded by ona’ah/the words of another, for it is written,
“Behold, HaShem stood by a wall of wrongs, and in His hand were the wrongs” (Amos 7:7; NB: the
implication is that God is always ready to plead the case of one who has been wronged). Rabbi Elazar said: All
sins are punished by an agent/an angel, except the sin of ona’ah/wounding (through words), for it is
written (ibid.)“and in His hand were the wrongs”(NB: meaning, God punishes these GodSelf, “in Person”)....
Rabbi Avahu said: There are three things before which the Pargod/Heavy-Heavenly Curtain (which hides
the human failings from the Divine gaze) is not ‘locked’ before them (NB: meaning, they are exposed, and God
will always hear the cry of the oppressed): ona’ah/wounding, robbery, and idolatry.
Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 59a




HopeGate # 3: The Mercy-Gate of Human Inclination/Limitation
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God regretted (creating) the Yetzer HaRa/'Evil’ Inclination and said, “What damage have | wrought! |
regret that | have created it in My world!” —as it is written (Ecclesiastes 10:11) “If the serpent bites and
cannot be charmed, then there is no advantage in a charmer.” In that hour the gate of mercy was
opened for sinners among Israel so as to receive them in t’shuvah/return/response/restoration/
repentance; they say: “Riboino shel Oilam/Master of the Univoice! It is revealed and known unto You
that it was the Evil Inclination which incited us; in Your great mercy, receive us in perfect t’shuvah
before You.” Tanna de-Bei Eliyahu, 13

Hope Gate # 4: Gate of the Filtering Facial Openings
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“Judges and Officials you shall give yourself in all your gates...” (Deuteronomy 16:18)
We find an allusion here to the moral imperative quoted in the Sefer Yetzirah* that there are seven
gateways to the soul/nefesh (NB: the paths through which impressions pass into the human being.) They are:
The two eyes, the two ears, the mouth, and the two nostrils. Thus far the Sefer Yetzirah...A person must
guard these openings with extreme care. This care extends to what he sees with his eyes, what he hears
with his ears, what he says with his mouth, and the anger that he lets escape from his nostrils... In short,
these are the n"yw, gates of his body, that a person must establish for himself judges and law
enforcement officers, that is, to adjudicate himself continually. This is the reason the Torah added the
words 77 |nN, "provide yourself" in the opening verse of our portion; as one must constantly supervise
these, that there be no transgression therein, as they are, practically speaking, the locus of peace and

must always be maintained in K’dushah and Taharah..
* Sefer Yetzirah, the “Book of Formation,” is one of the earliest extant texts of Jewish esotericism and Kabbalah, written sometime
between the 2" century BCE and the 2" century CE

Sh’nei Luhot HaBrit/SHelLaH or Shelah HaKodesh, by/ is Rabbi Isaiah Horovitz, who died ca. 1630

HopeGate # 5: Gate of the Sea and Gate of the Bath
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Rabbi Helbo said to Rabbi Samuel bar Nahmani: “Since | have heard that you are a good Haggadist, tell
me the meaning of Lamentations 3:44: ‘You have covered Yourself with a cloud that our prayers should
not pass through.”” He replied, “T’fillah/Prayer is likened to a mikvah/bath, T’shuvah/Repentance to the
sea. As the mikvah/bath is sometimes open and sometimes shut, so the gates of prayer are sometimes
shut and sometimes open, but as the sea is always open, so the gates of repentance are always open.
When a person wishes to bathe in the sea, s/he can bathe in it at any hour s/he likes. So with
repentance, whenever a person wishes to repent, God will receive him/her. But Rabbi Anan said: The
gates of prayer, too, are never shut.”  Midrash Eikhah/Lamentations Rabbah 3:15, on Eikhah 3:43




HopeGate # 6: For Life Here and in the ThereAfter: Awe-fullness and Learning from Suffering
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‘Make known to me the path of life’ (Psalm 16:11). David said to the H.B.O., “Ribon haOlamim/Master
of All Universes/Times, make known to me the gate through which one enters the life of the world to
come.” Rabbi Yudan said: God replied, “If you seek life (i.e., in this world), look to the fear of God,’ as it
is said, “The fear of HaShem prolongs days” (Proverbs 10:27.) Rabbi Azariah said: “God replied, “If you
seek life (i.e., in the world to come), scout out/anticipate/inspect sufferings, as it is said, “Reproofs of
instruction are the way of life” (Proverbs 6:23).
Pesikta deRav Kahana, 27

HopeGate # 7: Immediate Initiative: The Really-Just-One Gate-and-It’s-Today
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‘Open to me, my sister...” (Song of Songs 5:2) Rabbi Issi said: The H.B.O. said to the Israelites, “Open to
Me, My children, one gate of repentance as minutely as the eye of a needle, and | will open for you
gates wide enough for carriages and wagons to enter through them..... Rabbi Levi said: If the Israelites
would but repent for one day, they would be redeemed, and the son of David would come straightaway,
as it says, ‘For He is Our God and we are His people and the flock of His pasture, ‘HaYom/today, if you
Twould (only) hear/obey His voice!’ (Psalm 95:7).

Midrash Shir haShirim/Song of Songs Rabbah, 5:2
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The difference between those who succeed in teshuvah (repentance) and those who fall away is actually
the difference between the redemption from Egypt and the complete redemption. Just as there are Five
Books of Torah, so, too, did Mashiach’s ancestor, King David, write five parallel books of Psalms. Rebbe
Nachman reveals that the Mashiach will conquer the world through the ultimate weapon: prayer. If the
first redemption was one of Torah, the final redemption of David will be one of prayer.

From Yossi Katz, “How Can We Change?”

Pathways: Crossing the Narrow Bridge with Rebbe Nachman and His Students

Parshat Shoftim, 5778; vol. 8, no. 40; breslov.org/pathways
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Seven HopeGates (like weekdays, all “rolled into” Shabbat)
Gate of Eternal Access and Extreme ‘Upward Mobility’
Gates of Tears and Word-Wounds
The Mercy-Gate of Human Inclination/Limitation
Gate of the Filtering Facial Openings
Gate of the Sea and Gate of the Bath
Gate for Life Here and in the ThereAfter: Awe-fullness and Learning from Suffering
Gate of the Immediate Initiative: The Really-Just One-Gate, and-It’s-Today/Now
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