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SHABBAT & HOLIDAYS 
MAZAL TOV! 

IN CELEBRATION OF… 
 

Chuck and Martha Schleifer, on the aufruf of their son Daniel 
Schleifer to Johanna Walzcak 
    

 

Oliver Moscow, son of Dan Moscow & Sharon Struass, on  
becoming Bar Mitzvah 
 

 

Louie Asher, on the wedding of her daughter Aviva Asher, the 
wedding of her son Jacob Asher, and the birth of her new  
grandson, Samuel Morris, son of Simma Asher Kupchan  
   

 

Rabbi David Teutsch, on the publication of his new book From 
Gratitude to Blessings and Back 
  

 

Joey Weisenberg, on the publication of his new book The Torah  
of Music 
 

 

Bradley Bridge & Dveera Segal, on the birth of their new grand-
son, Zakai Barak Bridge, son of Rami & Tessa, and on their son Yael 
Segal Bridge’s co-production of Saving Capitalism,  the Netflix   
documentary following former Secretary of Labor Robert Reich. 
 

 

Joan Stern, on the birth of her new grandson, Jude Samson Wine, 
son of Amy and Sandy Wine 
 

 

Rachel Gottlieb Smith & Eric Smith, on the birth of their son 
   

 

Jennifer Ray & David Williamson, on their upcoming aufruf 
 

 

Eden Singer, daughter of Marc Singer & Leah Lande, on becoming 
Bat Mitzvah 
 

 

Marilyn Silberstein, on the 60th anniversary of her Bat Mitzvah 

IN MEMORIAM 

Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 
 

Haia Frida Saadoun, mother of Brigitte Thalheimer and grandmother of Raquel and Sara 
 

Sidney Pine, husband of Marcia Pine 
 

Susan Gran, aunt of Sarah Kolker 
 

Brenda Laigaie, daughter of Roselle Numerof, wife of David Laigaie, and mother of Grace and Jake 
 

Brandon Spiller, brother of Mark Spiller and uncle of Gabe and Lucy 
 

Lillian Schindler, mother of Alan Schindler 
 

Stephanie Winge, sister of Jennifer Stein  

January 6: Beit Midrash begins 

 Charry Service: Mazal tov to Jacob Becker, son of 
Chip & Marta Becker, on becoming Bar Mitzvah 

 

January 13: Beit Midrash 

Ralph Granger Memorial Shabbat 

 Charry Service: Ralph Granger Memorial Shabbat 

 Granger Afternoon Program 

 

January 19: Beit Midrash 

 Early Parashat ha-Shavua B’Ivrit 

 Kol D’mamah Jewish Meditation with Ari Witkin 

 Musical Marching Minyan 

 G’vanim & Jaffna: a Concert for Peace & Healing 
in Troubled Times 

 

January 26-27: Beit Midrash 

 Kol Zimrah 

 Havdallah JAM (Tot Family Program) 
 

February 3: Beit Midrash 

 Minyan Masorti Anniversary Shabbat & Potluck 
 

February 10: Beit Midrash 

 Charry Service: JDAIM Shabbat 

 Parashat ha-Shavua B’Ivrit 
 

February 17: Beit Midrash 

 Charry Service: 3rd Grade Tanakh Ceremony 

 Kol D’mamah Jewish Chant with Nina Peskin 

 Musical Marching Minyan 
 

February 23 & 24: Beit Midrash 

 Kol Zimrah 

 Charry Service: Men’s Club Shabbat 

 Purim Bash 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat on Fridays at 6 PM  
Shabbat Morning Services at 10 AM  
Shabbat Morning Kids Space: Kids are welcome to 
play Shabbat-friendly games in Room 305 - bring your 
own and some will be provided.  



President's Message 

by Chip Becker, GJC President 

Jacob Becker’s Bar Mitzvah will be 
approaching about the time this 
article is published.  We are very 
happy for Jacob and proud of what 
he has accomplished in school and 
beyond, and we look forward to 
celebrating the occasion.  But as I 
discovered with Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah, 
while the star of the show is the 
young person reading haftarah, the 
occasion of a B’nei Mitzvah is a 
significant moment of reflection for 

the parents.  How are we doing as parents?  Who is 
teaching whom at this point?  How do we feel about our 
relationships with our children?  What relationships do we 
want to establish moving forward?  These questions all 
arise when a B’nei Mitzvah approaches. 
 

On the first question, I would like to think I’m generally 
doing a decent job as a parent.  But I’m afraid that my 
performance actually is uneven—and there are some parts 
of parenthood where I’m downright mediocre.  I find 
myself reflecting on those shortcomings because the Bar 
Mitzvah so powerfully denotes the passage of time.  It is 
only a hop from Bar Mitzvah to high school, and then a few 
jumps from high school to college.  The parent-child 
relationship may extend throughout our lifetimes.  But 
surely nothing is so precious as those initial years, a period 
that for us is starting to close.   
 

For me, among the most difficult aspects of parenthood is 
appreciating that children truly are their own people.  They 
come through us but are not of us.  This is hard for me to 
remember!  I may be quick to believe that the kids will 
come around to my viewpoint if I just explain the right 
answer.  If they still don’t agree, I am sometimes quick to 
get frustrated.  In a related vein, I am often a little quick to 
override their viewpoint with parental will.  Of course, their 
will is getting stronger, and mine has to accede to their 
increasing agency and independence.     
 

From whom does one obtain guidance on such matters?  
Storks don’t bring user manuals when they bring the kids.  
Fortunately, Marta is brilliant and wise in about a million 
different ways.  Isaac, Jacob, and Naomi are blessed to 
have such a remarkable role-model and mother.  But what 
is obvious to Marta sometimes is hard for me (even when 
she explains things clearly).  That may not be surprising.  It 
can happen that we don’t readily hear a message from one 
person, but we easily hear the same message from 

another.  Of course, Marta teaches me lots of lessons.  
Increasingly the kids teach them as well, and often I’ve 
learned just by watching and encountering people in the 
larger world.     
  

In other words, I learn a great deal from people in this 
community.  I have learned by experiencing you with your 
friends, parents, spouses, and, yes, your children.  I have 
learned about gentleness and kindness, about generosity 
and warmth, about the power of showing respect rather 
than rendering judgment.  The opportunity to be reminded 
of these important skills is among the aspects of GJC that 
is most valuable to me.  Every time I walk into this building, 
I may encounter a moment that helps me better relate to 
the world around me, and to become a better version of 
myself. 
 

We take as a starting point that GJC is a place of prayer 
and community.  It is also a place of practical learning 
about basic life skills—including the skills of engaging with 
the important people in our lives, being a member of a 
complex community, and appreciating the blessings that 
surround us.  
 

Jacob’s upcoming Bar Mitzvah is an opportunity to practice 
appreciation and gratitude.  I am grateful for everything he 
brings to me and to my family.  I am grateful for his 
energy, kindness, insight, and ability to bring fun and joy 
into our lives.  I am grateful to GJC for being a place where 
we can share Jacob’s emergence into the broader world.  
We are fortunate to be part of a community who can share 
this happy day—to be part of a community that can 
nurture not only Jacob, but also his dad.   
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PLANNED GIVING & NER TAMID 
Remembering Germantown Jewish Centre in 
your will, a trust, or retirement assets is a 
meaningful way to ensure that your commit-
ment to our community continues to help our 
synagogue thrive for generations to come. For 
more information on how you can include GJC 
in your estate plans, please contact Nina 
Peskin at 215-844-1507 x12. 
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TIKKUN OLAM 

The Fair Trade Movement: Helping to Repair the World by Elliott  Seif 

One major part of the mission at Germantown Jewish 
Centre is that Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) is central 
to our identity as a Jewish community. As a result, we have 
identified many ways for our members to volunteer to 
make a difference, including reading to students at a local 
elementary school, helping the homeless, and supporting 
recent refugees to America. We have ongoing educational 
opportunities to enlighten ourselves about important 
issues of the day. We also belong to POWER, a coalition of 
over sixty congregations in the area, that advocates  
improving educational and social conditions in our region. 
You can find more information about the major GJC 
Tikkun Olam initiatives and ongoing events by linking to 
the GJC website, under the Tikkun Olam tab. 
 

One of the newest initiatives is our participation in the Fair 
Trade Movement. Imagine if there were one way to help 
others, consistent with our Tikkun Olam values, which 
involves relatively small changes to our everyday lives. 
What if these changes simply involved a conscious effort to 
decide more carefully what to buy – your food, your gifts, 
your coffee? That’s what the Fair Trade movement is all 
about. 
 

Fair Trade provides greater economic and social fairness, 
i.e., social justice,  to workers, farmers, and craftspeople 
around the world. Unfortunately, in the current 
international economic arena, it is relatively easy for those 
who control markets to exploit workers. Too often farmers 
are forced to receive low payments for their products, with 
most of the share of profits going to middlemen and 
corporations. These farmers live in a kind of serfdom. They 
cannot afford any of the common decencies that we take 
for granted – decent shelter, enough food on the table, 
and an education for their children. Often their children are 
forced to work in the fields and ignore educational 
opportunities. 
 

Fair traders operate by a set of rules that provide workers 
who live in developing countries with higher earnings and 
living wages, so that they have better economic 
opportunity. With fair trade, poor people around the world 
are given the opportunity to build sustainable 
communities. Fair trade cooperatives often give workers 
greater control over their own lives. Fair trade rules include 
the maintenance of environmental standards, greater 
gender equity (less exploitation of women), worker 
education, and better health programs. They assure that 
child labor has not been used and that children are given 
the opportunity to go to school and get an education. 

Communities involved in fair trade are significantly 
improved. The poor are empowered. 
 

There are a number of Fair Trade organizations that certify 
that those around the world who grow and produce items 
such as coffee, furniture, gift items, housewares, clothing, 
and other goods, follow Fair Trade rules. We are fortunate 
to have in our community a number of stores that carry fair
-traded goods, among them Weavers Way Cooperative, 
Ten Thousand Villages, and of course our very own GJC 
Little Shop. That makes it easier for those of us who live in 
this community to buy fair-traded products. Sometimes 
buying these items means that we need to go out of our 
way to find them in local stores. Sometimes these items 
cost a little more than non fair-traded items.  But we all 
have to ask ourselves – can we afford not to support fair 
trade, given what it does to help and support so many 
people around the world? Even just purchasing one or two 
more Fair Trade items than you do now can make a 
difference to those being exploited around the world.  

 

Fair Trade is consistent with Jewish Values 

 

Within the Fair Trade movement is Fair Trade Judaica, a 
Jewish organization that supports the Fair Trade 
movement because it is highly consistent with Jewish 
values. At the Fair Trade Judaica website (http://
fairtradejudaica.org/), you can learn why the Fair Trade 
movement is so strongly connected to Jewish values, and 
also learn about and be able to purchase directly various 
Fair Trade Judaica products, such as Chanukah gelt, 
kippot, mezuzahs, candlesticks, and other ritual objects, as 
well as a large assortment of Jewish related items.  
 

Germantown Jewish Centre and Fair Trade 

 

With the support of the GJC Tikkun Olam Coordinating 
Team (TOCT) and synagogue staff, a Fair Trade 
subcommittee headed by Betsy Teutsch has worked with 
the Little Shop and the Religious School to actively involve 
GJC in the Fair Trade movement. The Little Shop recently 
successfully sold Fair Trade Jewish Blessing Flags as 
decorations for Sukkahs, and teamed up with the Religious 
school and ECP to sell Fair Trade Chanukah gelt. We 
expect that more Fair Trade Jewish-related holiday and 
other religious items will be made available and sold 
through the Little Shop as the year progresses.  
 

Last year the Religious School students explored the Fair 
Trade movement through an engaging, interactive 
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TIKKUN OLAM (continued) 
The Fair Trade Movement: Helping to Repair the World by Elliott  Seif 

economic simulation activity. We are working with Rabbi 
Alanna Sklover, Director of the Religious School, to make 
Fair Trade one of the Mitzvah project options for Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah students.  And, last but not least, we are 
working with synagogue staff to consider how best to 
ensure that the coffee used at the synagogue is fair-

traded.  
 

As a result of all these activities, GJC is moving closer to 
becoming a “Fair Trade synagogue” where we are all 
conscious of what we buy, where we continually educate 
about Fair Trade, and where more synagogue purchases 
and items for sale are “Fair Trade” items. 
 

 

In sum, while there are many ways for GJC members to 
become involved in Tikkun Olam through GJC, a relatively 
simple way for every member of GJC to “repair the world” 
is to become conscious of the Fair Trade movement and to 
make efforts to purchase Fair Trade items on a regular 
basis. Small differences in what each of us purchases can 
cumulatively lead to profound differences in how people 
live across the globe. It can help change the world from 
one consisting of poverty and exploitation to one of 
sustainable lifestyles and educational opportunity. We 
hope that you, too, will join with us to “shop Fair Trade” for 
both your everyday and Judaica items, in order to create a 
better world for all its citizens.  

 

 Hello! Happy secular New Year.  Thank you to all of you, new and prior sponsors of the Dancing Children                          
Hanukiyah.  It’s been a delightful addition to our Hannukah celebration and we hope to continue it for many more 
years.  As always, we need volunteers to help construct it and to bring in sponsorship. 
 

A lot of interesting programs, past and future: 
In October, Rabbi David Teutsch led us in a discussion of the film Sacred Sperm, a look at a snippet of the life of a Haredi 
Jew in Israel that many of us find strange and foreign.  The next week, shul member Shai Ben-Yaacov, a reporter and   
producer at NPR/WHYY, spoke at the paid up brunch for the Men's Club and Women of GJC, on political reporting in 
2017…perhaps also a strange and unusual time, though in a different way. 
 

On January 7th there will be a program you don't want to miss:  Judge Abe Gafni will moderate a program entitled 
"Israeli-Palestinian conflict, what you think you know may be incomplete."  Discussants will be representatives of J-

Street and the Zionist Organization of America, ZOA.  Instead of speeches, panelists will be responding to prepared 
and provocative questions (!) they'd like their opposites to answer.  Written questions from the audience can be sub-
mitted as well.  This is not designed to be an open microphone forum.  Hopefully there will be more light than heat. 
 

We are continuing our year-long relationship with the Jewish Relief Agency that I've spoken about before.  This is a 
great mitzvah project for the entire family.  Please contact Jim Meyer or me for details. 
 

Later in the spring, we'll be having programs on the biology of spirituality and men's relationships.  More about these 
later. 
 

I hope to see you at our events. 

NEWS FROM THE MEN’S CLUB by Dick Menin 

Rabbi Teutsch leading the discussion of "Sacred Sperm"  Participants at the RAPT film discussion 
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 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  by Linda Kriger 

E L L I O T    S C H W A R T Z 
 

Elliot Schwartz sat at a table surrounded by art: art on the 
walls, art on the floors, thousands of pieces of art acquired 
for the Carol Schwartz Gallery in Chestnut Hill which 
opened in 1990. When Elliot joined Carol, his beloved wife, 
in the business in 1996, it was expanding. After Carol 
passed away from thyroid cancer in 2012, the gallery was 
left in his hands.  Now, at age 75, he is ready to retire from 
the gallery. As a long-time businessman, he is looking 
forward to the next chapter in his life. 
 

Growing up in Mt Airy, Elliot had fond memories of his 
childhood. His street was filled with kids, and everyone 
went to public school. “It was the best neighborhood 
growing up,” he recalled. “You played in the driveways and 
on the streets. There was never a worry about safety.” 
Also, Elliot reminisced, “There was no East or West Mt 
Airy; it was all Mt Airy.”  
 

His parents belonged to Mt. Airy JCC where Elliot became 
a Bar Mitzvah. He recalled attending many Bar Mitzvahs at 
GJC.  When Elliot was very young, he wanted to be a 
dancer on Broadway.  “This was before TV,” he recalled. 
“My stage name was going to be Don Elliot (the same 
name he later gave to a clothing line.) I learned about Fred 
Astaire in the movies; he was my idol. I convinced my 
parents to send me to dancing school when I was 5.” He 
did so well that he performed with professionals, 
becoming a semi-professional himself (he didn’t get paid), 
but he got to meet famous performers. “It felt great to be 
a Jewish kid in theater,” he said.  
 

Elliot went to Central High School and the University of 
Miami in Florida. He set aside his show business dreams, 
“because that’s not what a nice Jewish boy should do,” he 
says dryly.  Elliot worked in his father’s clothing business 
beginning in high school. The day after college graduation, 
he was on a train to New York to work in his father’s dress 
business. The business, called Alper-Schwartz, was based 
in Philadelphia but the showroom was in New York’s 
garment center. 
 

In 1985, he was approached by Christian Dior to 
manufacture a line of evening dresses. His father retired 
and a new Don Elliot company was formed with five 
different labels.  
 

In 1967, he met Carol through his father’s golfing buddy. “It  
was a family fix-up, and I called only after my mother told 
me how cute she was,” Elliot said. “We hit it off 
immediately.”  
 

They married on Nov. 30, 1968. They have three 
daughters, Wendy, 47, an active member at GJC, Tammi, 

46, Jodi, 42, and seven 
grandchildren.  
 

The Schwartzes became 
involved with GJC when 
they moved to Mt. Airy 
from Flourtown in 1993. 
“The kids were out of the 
house. We lived in Flour-

town in a development. It 
was a nice life,” Elliot 
said. “One day, Carol 
took me to an 8,500 
square foot house in W. 
Mt. Airy. The house had 
giant ceilings and 
incredible art. The guy who lived there was Carol’s art 
restorer. The architects had also built the PSFS building, 
the first modern skyscraper in the U.S. She said to me, 
‘what do you think?’ I said, ‘about what?’ ‘Living here,’ she 
said. ‘Why?’ ‘I want it,’ she said. I thought she was crazy.”  
 

But as Elliot has said more than once, when Carol wanted 
something, “she got it.” They moved to Mt. Airy and 
became friendly with their neighbors, Connie and Sam 
Katz who were involved with GJC. So after years of 
membership in Congregation Or Ami in Lafayette Hill, 
they decided to join GJC, becoming more a part of the 
neighborhood Jewish community.   
 

In 1979, Elliot and Carol took a trip that had a profound 
effect on their lives. “We went to Israel on a Federation 
mission,” he said. “It was our first trip. People talk about 
trips that changed their life? Our lives changed at that 
point. We met some artists including Arona Reiner, who 
was coming to the States to do art shows. Carol said, ‘If 
you come to Philadelphia, I’ll give you an art show at the 
Ashbourne Country Club.’ At the time, Carol ran an 
antiques business out of their house. “Everything had a 
price tag on it,” Elliot said wryly. 
 

After the art show, Carol became friendly with other Israeli 
artists.  “Arona said, ‘Maybe there’s some business we can 
do together.’ We were in love with Israel and we wanted to 
help the economy,” Elliot said. On return trips to Israel, 
Elliot and Carol returned loaded down with Israeli art. 
Word got around. Carol was approached by synagogues 
and Hadassah groups about doing art auctions. “We went 
to places as far as Scranton & Richmond, VA. We’d fill up 
the van and shlep from place to place. We started going to 
Israel 2-3 times a year. It was incredible.”  
 

Carol decided to open an Israeli art gallery in Chestnut Hill. 
They found a property at the corner of Chestnut Hill 
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 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT (continued) 

 Avenue and Bethlehem Pike and, as it happened, a frame 
shop across the street was closing, so they decided to 
incorporate framing into the business. “Then she realized 
she needed more than Israeli art. We started going to art 
shows and buying art from local, national, and 
international artists, and getting art on consignment,” 
Elliot recalled. “We also had the largest in-house collection 
of vintage posters in the area.” Carol’s presence looms 
large over the gallery, and not just because it bears her 
name. 
 

In 1995, Carol noticed all the Christmas holiday foot traffic 
on Germantown Avenue and wanted to open a second 
location. “I was still working full time in the garment 
center,” Elliot recalls. They found a store next to Kilian’s 
hardware and moved in two weeks later. “We had enough 
inventory to fill two buildings.”  
 

Five years later, the rent doubled, and they decided to put 
everything under one roof in the building they owned. “I 
retired in 1995 from the garment business. I was going to 
golf. Carol told me she could use help. She wasn’t good at 
numbers. We were a good team.”  
 

The Carol Schwartz Gallery framed Rabbi Emeritus 
Leonard Gordon’s portrait, Ralph Granger’s, Rabbi Sanford 
Hahn’s, as well as the paintings hanging in the Silver 
Kiddush Lounge.  
 

Carol fell ill in 2007, when she felt a lump in her neck that 
didn’t go away. It was thyroid cancer. Erev Yom Kippur 
2012, she went into hospice care in their home. “Rabbi Zeff 
helped us through Carol’s final week,” Elliot said. “He was 
there every day and would sing to her. Nina Peskin was the 
angel that helped us through the funeral. The funeral 
home was packed. I don’t think there was a dry eye in the 
room.” 
 

Now the time had come to move onto the next step. 
Running the gallery in its last two months, Elliot’s 
employee, Sally Alshear, who had worked there for 15 
years, popped in to say, “He’s the best boss. He’s the 
world’s biggest schmoozer. He makes every single person 
feel special. He has a gift.” “I’m not that nice,” Elliot said as 
she was leaving.  
 

As the gallery wound down, people poured in, mostly sad 
at the closing, but happy for Elliot. “I’m loving the 
comments about what this business has meant to so many 
people,” he said. Elliot had donated art to the new Barbara 
and Harvey Brodsky Enrichment Center in Bala Cynwyd to 
create a Carol Schwartz wall. “Carol started this business 
to raise money for Federation,” Elliot explained. “It’s fitting 

to have her name hang along the Israeli artists that loved 
her. Her name will live on in the community.” 
 

As for his relationship to GJC, Elliot is emphatic. “Too 
many people think that once their children are finished 
with Hebrew school, they don’t need the synagogue 
anymore. I never understood that. Maybe at this point it’s 
more important in your life.  
 

“We are proud members of GJC and look forward to our 
grandson Judah’s bar mitzvah. That will be Wendy and Ben 
Barnett’s third one here,” Elliot said. “Due to their 
commitment, my grandchildren Isa, Cecelia, and Judah 
have a strong Jewish identity. I thank GJC for their great 
assistance in making that happen.” 

 

“The humblest of stones has become the chief 
cornerstone.” [‘Rosh Pinah’] (Psalm 118:22) 

 

GJC expresses its deep gratitude for the 
generous support of its congregants who have 
chosen the Rosh Pinah (Cornerstone) level of 
membership.  Their contribution provides 
crucial support, enabling us to serve the entire 
GJC community.  We cannot adequately thank 
the following members for their commitment 
to Germantown Jewish Centre: 
 

Marcy & Dan Bacine 

Jane & Richard Baron 

Marta & Chip Becker 

Michael Beer 

Peninah & Albert Berdugo 

Harold Berger 

Dveera Segal & Brad Bridge 

Dayle Friedman & David Ferleger 

Sarah Braun & Shai Gluskin 

Myra & Gert Jacobsohn 

Linda & Jake Kriger 

Barbara Jaffe & Howard Langer 

Chris & Steve Levin 

Rachel Falkove & Michael Masch 

Barbara & Dick Menin 

Cyrilla Rosen 

Allyson & David Schwartz 

Denise Scott Brown & Robert Venturi 
Patty & Steve Segal 
Stefanie & Alex Seldin 

Jessica & Mathieu Shapiro 

Betsy & David Teutsch 

TODAH RABBAH 
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nedivot lev continued 

This past fall was a busy, busy time for Women of GJC, 
beginning with our Welcome Back Membership Event.  We 
were fortunate to have one of our very own GJC members, 
Shai Ben-Yaacov, give a wonderful and informative program 
on presenting the news in these divisive times.  Shai is the 
producer of Newsworks Tonight, WHYY's nightly news 
magazine. He shared his own progress through the ranks at 
WHYY since 2004, as well as the challenges facing news 
reporting, especially political news reporting, followed by a 
lively Q&A session from the audience. 
  

In early December Fair Districts, 
PA presented a timely program on 
gerrymandering.  Fair Districts PA 
is a nonpartisan, citizen-led, 
statewide coalition working to 
create a process for redistricting 
that is transparent, impartial, and 
fair.  Gerrymandering affects elections at all levels, as the last 
presidential election showed.  Since Pennsylvania is one of 
the ten states most adversely affected by gerrymandering, 
Fair Districts is working to change the state Constitution 
before redistricting begins after the 2020 Census. 
 

Building Beautiful continues to roll along with the 
refurbishing of the playground, highlighted by the new fire 
truck play structure, and plans to create a completely new 
play area for the youngest children. We are working in 
conjunction with the Early Childhood Program on this 
project.  Our goal is $15,000. If you wish donate to Building 
Beautiful please send your contribution to WGJC c/o Nina 
Gordon. 
 

The Women’s Clothing Exchange, under the capable 
leadership of the event’s originator, Genie Ravital, will take 
place Sunday, January 28th, in the Marcus Auditorium.  This 

annual community and charitable event serves many 
functions. Every year women in the community are asked to 
donate any clothing and accessories that are in good 
condition, but which they no longer use. (Donations will be 
collected this year from Sunday 1/21 through Friday 1/26).  A 
large group of volunteers then sorts the donations into 
categories.  All the funds raised this year will go to POWER, 
the interfaith organization committed to implementing 
systemic change for the betterment of PA communities. GJC 
is a member of Power.  
  

The Annual Purim Bash, “Wild Wild West” (or ‘Annie Get 
Your King’), is coming Saturday night, February 24th.  It will 
be filled with fun, good food, music and dancing.  A silent 
restaurant auction and exciting live auction will highlight the 
evening. If there is a restaurant you like and want to see 
included in the auction, send your suggestion to Dena Lake 
at denareva@comcast.net.  We certainly hope many of you 
will join in this exciting event. Last year’s Purim Bash raised a 
record amount of money for GJC, while bringing together 
congregants across generational and religious lines for a 
great evening.  See the article on the Purim Bash elsewhere in 
this Centre Call for more exciting details. 

WOMEN OF GJC 

Enriching the Fabric of Our Community by Sandy Meyer and Vilma Lieberman 

 

Shai Ben-Yaacov  speaking about his program on WHYY 



NEWS FROM HAZAK (55+ programming) 
by Helen Feinberg & Coleman Poses (HAZAK co-chairs) 

The Day of the Dead, a day when Mexicans remember 
their deceased.  At Germantown Jewish Centre on that 
night, people also grappled with the subjects of memory 
and death when HAZAK presented the film, Waltz with 
Bashir.  After this beautifully constructed autobiographical 
film, Dr. Ken Weiss led the audience in a discussion about 
how traumatic experiences – such as the ones encountered 
by the film’s characters – can create difficulties for them…
sometimes immediately, and sometimes years later.  A 
number of mental health professionals were also on hand 
to supplement Dr. Weiss’ remarks and to answer the many 
questions that the audience members had.  
  

On Sunday, November 19, HAZAK partnered with the 
Men’s Club and Minyan Masorti to listen to Herb Levine 
discuss his provocative new book, Words for Blessing the 
World, a unique collection of prayers and poems which 
touch upon religious, political, and personal 
themes.  Books were available to purchase, which many 
bought.  The program was well received by the many in 
attendance! 
  

On Monday, December 18, HAZAK friends traveled into 
Center City for a tour of the wonderful Fabric Workshop 
and Museum – a venue for modern artists to display their 

talents in textiles and related materials.  After the amazing 
experience the tour offered, the group met at the Reading 
Terminal Market, where there was a bevy of delicious 
lunch options to choose from.   
 

Keep your eye out for more HAZAK opportunities in 
January and February! 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

HAZAK programs are planned for those age 55+, and are 
geared to both reflect common interests and get us to 
“stretch” to try new activities as well.   Our well-attended 
book group meets monthly all year long.  HAZAK also 
sponsors book talks by local authors, as well as speakers 
on topics of particular importance to our interests.  We 
host Sam Feinberg each August to discuss opera, and we 
show great films!  We also take day trips to cultural and   
natural sites in the area, often to places members have 
never been.  HAZAK is for all of us to stay connected to 
GJC and to each other:  to venture out and experience 
parts of our city we haven't seen before, to read, learn 
and talk together, to keep us strong.   We hope you will 
join us.   Membership is $10/year.   

 

AMAZON SMILE 

EVERYONE CAN SUPPORT OUR 
GJC COMMUNITY THROUGH 

WOMEN OF GJC IN JUST 3 EASY 
STEPS! 

 

Register with Amazon smile 
and .5% of every purchase will 
go to GJC Women’s Club, which 
in turn goes  
directly to GJC!   
 

1. Go to Smile.Amazon.com: 
2. Search for Germantown 

Jewish Centre 

3. Select charity:               
4. Germantown Jewish Centre 
 

 

Ready to shop:  
Go to smile.amazon.com 

 and shop away! 
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GJC’s EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM (ECP) 
by Jodi Gordon, ECP Director 

The ECP was very happy to perform a big mitzvah by baking desserts for the Empty Bowl Dinner to benefit the              
Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality Network (PIHN).  PIHN’s mission is to find lasting solutions to family homelessness and 
its underlying causes.  Each ECP classroom made something special filled with lots of love.   
 

Gan Katan read Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt before their baking activity.  This book about friendship provides a great 
starting point for discussions about hunger, charity, and talking to an adult when something seems wrong with a little 
friend.  As it was around Thanksgiving time, Gan Katan discussed how thankful they are for what they have and also how 
thankful they are for helping others who don’t have as much food as they all have in their fridge. It was a great lesson on 
friendship, tzedakah, and compassion for others.  

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

ECP is a special place for young children 
from 6 months of age through 5 years of 
age and for their families. Through the 
lens of Jewish culture and tradition, our 
children learn about themselves, and 
the world around them in a program 
which emphasizes learning through   
doing.  The Early Childhood Program 
nurtures and respects individuality, 
while encouraging the children to       
develop a sense of community and 
friendship. The preschool follows the 
yearly cycle of the Jewish holidays.    
Jewish culture, traditions, and values are 
woven into our curriculum. Through 
Mitzvot (commandments), Tzedakah 
(charity) and Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world), the children learn to respect 
themselves, others and the world they 
live in.  We are committed to teaching 
and promoting respect and understand-
ing of all persons.  GJC’s Early Childhood 
Program is open to all! 
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PINAT HA-HINUCH ~ EDUCATION CORNER 
by Rabbi Alanna Sklover, Director of Lifelong Learning 

Growing a Culture of Welcoming 

from the very beginning 
 

It is not every day that an entire community gets to do a 
mitzvah together.  At GJC we have the opportunity to do 
this twice each year: in the fall and the summer, as we 
prepare our synagogue to become a home for homeless 
families as part of the Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (PIHN).  PIHN’s mission is to find lasting solutions 
to family homelessness and its underlying causes.  Across 
our community, people take on different roles.  Some 
coordinate volunteers (led and coordinated themselves by 
Debbie Stern), prepare food for meals, or volunteer their 
time as evening and overnight hosts. Centre Catering 
donates soup for PIHN’s annual Empty Bowl Dinner 
fundraiser, and our teachers and maintenance staff 
prepare our building and its classrooms for our guests.  We 
are proud that it is not only our adult members who get 
involved, though, but also our children.   
 

In our Early Childhood Program (ECP) we got very excited 
to perform a big mitzvah by baking desserts for the Empty 
Bowl Dinner.   Each ECP classroom made something 
special filled with lots of love.  Additionally, Gan Katan 
read Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt before their baking 
activity.  This book about friendship provides a great 
starting point for discussions about hunger, charity, and 
talking to an adult when something seems wrong with a 
little friend.  As it was around Thanksgiving time, Gan 
Katan also discussed how thankful they are for what they 
have and also how thankful they are for helping others 
who don’t have as much food as they all have in their 

fridge. It was a great lesson on friendship, tzedakah, and 
compassion for others. 
 

Our older students in the Religious School worked with 
GJC member and ceramics teacher Nina Gordon to create 
beautiful spoon-rests, bowls, and plates to donate to the 
Empty Bowl Dinner.  Nina has volunteered to bring this 
project to our students for many years, and we are so 
grateful for the time and the talent she shares with our 
school.  In our B’reirot (electives) on Wednesdays, the 2nd-

6th graders have been studying the theme of Hachnasat 
Orchim (Welcoming the Stranger) in the weeks leading up 
to the PIHN families’ arrival.  In these electives, students 
learned Jewish texts about welcome, discussed 
immigration (both historical and modern) and the refugee 
crisis, and learned about homelessness in Philadelphia.  As 
their final project, the Knit for Good b’reira prepared a 
baby blanket for one of the NPIHN families, and the GJC 
Welcome Wagon b’reira created gift boxes filled with toys, 
stuffed animals, books, toiletries and warm winter items to 
greet each family when they arrive at GJC. 
 

The Torah teaches 36 times that we must welcome the 
stranger.  Several of these times, the rationale given is, 
“because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  From 
this, we learn that a true culture of welcome requires 
empathy and humility.  As our children, even our youngest 
ones in ECP, watch their community come together to 
welcome our PIHN guests, may they see this teaching 
come to life – and create the muscle memory to begin to 
put it into practice as they grow into adulthood. 

Making spoon rests for Empty Bowl Dinner Decorating the spoon holders The finished products! 
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HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL 

 

Richard & Eileen Bazelon  
 

Mark Smith & Liz Bloch-Smith, in memory of their fathers, Don Smith and Ted Bloch 
 

Jeremy Brochin & Reena Spicehandler  
 

Latifa diPaolo McLeary, in honor of Rabbi Alanna and the Religious School teachers for Gabriel's excellent 
Jewish education 
 

Scott & Sandra Donover, in honor of the GJC choir and the joy it brought their family to sing together 
 

David & Gena Epstein, in memory of their parents, Molly & Benjamin Epstein and Aleksandra & Szaja 
Gurfinkiel 
 

Aryeh & Reena Friedman, in memory of Mitchell Berk 
 

Allison Hoffman & Sam Krasnow  
 

Penina Hoffnung  
 

Wendy Horwitz, in honor of Rabbi Zeff 
 

Lynne Jacobs & Alan Silverblatt, in memory of their parents, Dora & Bernard Jacobs and Rose & Leo 
Silverblatt 
 

Bill Kavesh, in memory of his parents Max and Miriam Kavesh 
 

Sam Krasnow & Allison Hoffman 
 

Janet Kroll, in honor of Lee Silverman, for creating an engaging and learning environment for Kita Vav! 
 

Linda Kugler, in honor of Rabbi Zeff 
 

Christopher & Sally Lane, in celebration of the birth of their grandson, Tyson Lane Suzuki 
 

Mark Lipshutz & Nan Myers  
 

Sam & Tamar Magdovitz, in honor of Tamar's mother's (Merna Siff) 80th birthday 
 

Mike Masch & Rachel Falkove, in remembrance of our Rav, teacher, and friend- Rabbi Elias Charry 
 

Yoni & Aviva Reinfeld, in honor of their new children, Zev and Meechal Reinfeld 
 

Harriet Segal, in memory of her parents, Helen & David Segal 
 

Elliott & Ellie Seif 
 

Brian & Elana Shaw, in honor of the GJC community they continue to cherish from afar 
 

Gwynne Sigel, in honor of Rabbi Zeff 
 

Marc Singer & Leah Lande, in honor of Rabbi Zeff for all of his help with Jessie's and Eden's Bat Mitzvot, and 
in memory of Cy Cohen 
 

Joan W. Stern  
 

Michael & Gail Tunick, in loving memory of Ruth Seltzer 
 

Erik & Joyce Videlock, in memory of their parents, Matthew & Marilyn Wainer and Harold Videlock 
 

John & Miriam Von Essen  
 

Bret Boyer & Sonia Voynow, in honor of Rabbi Zeff 
 

Leah Wald  
 

Joey Weisenberg & Molly Weingrod, in honor of this community for which they are grateful 
 

 

Thank you also to our donors who wish to remain anonymous. 

TODAH RABBAH! 

Todah rabbah to everyone who generously gave to the High Holiday Appeal!  Below is a list of gift dedications,  
representing the many ways each of us connects to Judaism and to this beautiful community.  If you have  

not yet but would like to contribute, please contact the office!  We will list your name and dedication 

 in the next issue of the Centre Call! 
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Upcoming Self-Care & Healing and Career Workshops 
Register online at www.germantownjewishcentre.org/jewish-connections-workshops 

NOURISHING OUR SPIRITS: Weekly Tuesday Morning Meditation Group at GJC 

by Rabbi Malkah Binah Klein  

And the Creator saw that this was good! (Genesis 1) 

In the first chapter of the Torah, as creation unfolds, the 
Creator pauses many times to see the goodness of what 
has been created.  On the third day, the witnessing of 
goodness happens twice, the first time after the waters 
below are gathered and dry land appears and the second 
time after seed-bearing plants sprout from the Earth.  In 
Jewish folklore, Tuesday, the third day of the 
week (Sunday, the day after Shabbat, is the first day), and 
is thus seen to be an auspicious time.  For me personally, 
and for other participants in the Tuesday morning 
meditation group that has been meeting at GJC for about 
a year-and-a-half, Tuesdays have become a special time 
for opening to love and goodness.   

We meet each Tuesday from 9:00-9:40AM in the Quitman 
Library.  We are an intimate group, generally 5-10 people, 
who gather with a Hebrew chant and teaching from Torah 
and then sit together for twenty minutes in silence.  We 
end the silence with chanting the Shema and with the 
opportunity to reflect on the insights gleaned from our 
practice together.  Participants have shared how deeply 
supported they feel during the silent time.  I experience 

nourishment and renewal during our weekly 
gathering.  Most weeks I am the leader, sharing my Torah 
as well as the Torah and chant practices of my teacher, 
Rabbi Shefa Gold.  About once a month, we are blessed by 
the leadership of Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, a member of our 
community and a beloved meditation teacher.  

If you are free on Tuesday mornings and seeking a 
community for Jewish spiritual practice, please consider 
joining us.  For more information, I can be reached at 
malkahbinah@gmail.com.   

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Introduction to Zentangle with Mindy Shapiro, CZT 

Sunday, January 7 at 10 AM, $35 (includes supplies fee) 
 

In this workshop, where no talent or experience is needed, you will learn 4
-6 basic  Zentangle inspired designs. This art form is therapeutic, relaxing, 
creative, meditative, and quite fun. Each structured pattern will be broken 
down into small steps and what results are beautiful creative and unique 
images. Tangles are created on small paper tiles using a special black drawing pen. You will leave class with one or two 
completed tiles and new skills to continue tangling on your own. The Zentangle® Method  was  created by Rick Roberts 
and Maria Thomas.   Learn more at zentangle.com   
 

Mindy Shapiro is a CZT - a certified Zentangle teacher and a papercut artist. She is also a long time Jewish educator        
currently teaching Mussar, a Jewish spiritual discipline.  www.personalizedpapercuts.com 

Make Your Resume Stand Out with JEVS Career Strategies 

Wednesday, February 7 at 7 PM, FREE 
 

Recharge your job search, as experienced advisors discuss the latest written-word trends that recruit-
ers are looking for. First impressions do count!  Searching for a job is never easy. For 75 years, JEVS Career Strategies has 
been providing a guided approach to career change for those in all stages of career transition. We help individuals of all 
ages find meaningful, satisfying employment through tools and processes to unlock and present their own skills, abilities 
and interests. In addition, we have many employer connections and can assist with job placement for qualified jobseekers. 
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Holding Fast to Torah in Minyan Dorshei Derekh 

Re-affirming our Connection to Torah and Community by Rabbi Dayle Friedman, Coordinator 

 

 

We were putting the Torah scrolls away in the Erev Simhat Torah Service, singing enthusiastically. I turned to face the 
community, and heard a gasp. The singing stopped instantly; everyone fell silent. The Sefer Torah had fallen to the 
ground. Although it had looked secure, the little scroll apparently wasn’t lodged securely in its holder. I was so stunned, I 
could barely speak. 
 

It just happened. An accident. Nonetheless, this shocking occurrence was something our community was called to      
remedy. So revered and holy is the Torah that the traditional response to a Sefer Torah falling to the ground is a          
communal morning-to-evening fast of 40 days. Fortunately, communities have adapted that custom over time to a     
collective 40-day fast—40 individuals fast one day each. 
 

Our community took on this practice, in a process of tikkun (repair) we called Holding Fast to Torah. Forty individuals 
signed up on a Google document and fasted in the couple of weeks following the sad event. In addition, members were 
asked to make a donation to tzedakah equal to the cost of a day’s food. The minyan’s Tzedakah Collective Working 
Group, chaired by Mark Pinsky, will present suggestions on the distribution of this fund at the minyan’s December     
quarterly community meeting.  This effort raised $400. 
 

On Shabbat, November 18, the Dorshei Derekh community concluded the Holding Fast to Torah project with a Torah 
Teach-In and potluck luncheon. Rabbis Adam Zeff, Elyse Wechterman, and Jacob Staub joined Adina Abramowitz in 
sharing a favorite teaching, and members each shared a favorite passage from Torah or liturgy.  
 

The Torah’s fall was a shock, and quite upsetting and unsettling. However, in fasting, giving to tzedakah, and sharing 
words of Torah, Minyan Dorshei Derekh had the opportunity to re-affirm our commitment to our Torah and our          
community, and to draw closer to the promise of Proverbs: 
 

She is a tree of life to those who hold fast to her, / And all her supporters are happy. 
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GJC MEMBERS LEARN NEW APPROACHES TO TOUGH CONVERSATIONS 

by George Stern 

 L’Dough v’Dor  with Rabbi Fredi Cooper 

Sundays at 10 AM - February 11, 18 & 25 | $60/GJC members, $75/non members 
 

From generation to generation! For age 13 through 113, this class is meant for multi-generations to 
learn together about Jewish cuisine and family    traditions throughout the ages. We will study why 
we have certain foods for Shabbat and holidays and what the meaning and significance of these 
foods are, sharing our stories and memories along the way. Come cook together with recipes and 
demonstrations, and walk away with a "Holiday Memory Book" developed by you, in which old and 
new family recipes and stories will live on for generations to come.  This is an opportunity to connect grandparents,      
parents, and grandchildren together in a unique 3-session class, and will do the same for beloved friends and neighbors. 
 

Rabbi Cooper spent years before becoming a rabbi as a family therapist. Since becoming a rabbi she has served as a Congregational rabbi, 
worked as a consultant for the Reconstructionist movement and has been a professor at the Reconstructionist College for over ten years. 
Throughout her life Rabbi Cooper has had a special interest in cooking and has made this a focus of her teaching in the community. Her 
interest in Jewish text was what drew her to rabbinical school and she continues to find text study to be a source of personal fulfillment 
and  understanding. 

UPCOMING CLASSES  Register at www.germantownjewishcentre.org/jewish-connections-classes 

Fifty members of GJC came together on December 5 to experience a new approach to having respectful conversations of 
substance. Entitled “A CIVIL TONGUE: HOW TO TALK ABOUT TOUGH ISSUES FACING US TODAY,” the program       
provided a model that participants used to engage in civil dialogue that fostered understanding while avoiding              
identifying winners and losers. Many voiced enthusiasm for the tools we learned, which can be used individually in        
discussing potentially divisive issues with family, friends, and colleagues.  
 

The program was facilitated by Chris Satullo and Harris Sokoloff, co-founders of the Penn Project for Civic Engagement, 
who joined forces with the Pennsylvania Council of Churches and our own George Stern to create the program. The   
model is designed to be used both within and between congregations to foster civic dialogue. GJC was the first to pilot 
the program, which its creators hope to take statewide.  
 

Rabbi Zeff kicked off the evening by reminding us that arguing in friendship has long been an important part of Jewish 
heritage. The Talmud is all about intellectual argument, and the discussions recorded in it very often include both           
majority and minority opinions. The rabbi shared a teaching that says that scholars would remain in their places after 
such arguments until they knew they could depart as friends. 
 

The program teaches techniques that enable civil conversation among people who may not always agree on issues, but 
who can agree that understanding one another is a necessary part of being part of a community—a synagogue, a      
neighborhood, a city, a state, a country, and beyond. The key to success, we learned, is to listen carefully and respond 
with questions that seek to understand another person’s point of view, not to convince her or him of one’s own.   
 

Participants spent much of the time practicing the dialogue techniques. They discussed questions such as: 
 Think of one issue or event from the last year to which you reacted strongly. What was it, how did you react and why 

did you react that way? How would you like to see the issued addressed? If others at the table disagree with you,    
explore that disagreement. Also, as you think about the issue you picked, is there anything that people on the other 
side of that issue say that makes even the tiniest bit of sense to you? Conversely, is there any part of your stance on 
the issue that causes you any uneasiness or concern, that’s a pebble in your shoe? 

 Is it ever appropriate for a faith community such as Germantown Jewish Centre to take a formal stand on a public   
issue? If yes, under what circumstances and how? How would you deal with the likelihood that at least some         
members of a congregation will not agree with the stand? 

 

By the time you read this, participants will have completed an evaluation, after which the planning committee that 
helped design the program will reconvene to determine next steps. We still have a way to go before we as a congregation 
can talk about difficult issues and remain—or become—friends. Stay tuned. 
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P U R I M   B A S H !     G E T   Y O U R   T I C K E T S   T O D A Y ! 



www.germantownjewishcen

TODAH RABBAH 

CONTRIBUTIONS from OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2017 
Sincere thanks and appreciation to those who remember to honor their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

FUND BY OCCASION 

Adult Education Fund Mitchell Hirsch in memory of Robert Hirsch, father 

  Hersh & Betsy Richman in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

  Hersh Richman in memory of Abraham Richman, father 

  Marlyn Vogel refuah shleimah to Rabbi Fredi Cooper, for a speedy recovery 

Bess Schick Fund GJC Men's Club refuah shleimah to Hy Zelkowitz, for a speedy recovery 

  Dena Lake in memory of Eva Lamar, aunt 

  Ed & Dena Lake in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

Camp Scholarships Fund Lizanne Berger in memory of Joan Marcus Berger, mother 

Children's Services Fund Phyllis Kauffman in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Dorshei Derekh Aviva Perlo n appreciation of Adina Abramowitz 

  Hideko Secrest in honor of Ameet Ravital, on his Bar Mitzvah 

Early Childhood  
Program Fund 

Diane Ajl & Neil Kitrosser in honor of Louie Asher, on the wedding of her daughter, Aviva 

in honor of Louie Asher, on the birth of her new grandson 

  Marcy & Dan Bacine in memory of Brian Spiller, brother of Mark Spiller 

    in memory of Lillian Schindler, mother of Alan Schindler 

    in memory of Stephanie Winge, sister of Jennifer Stein 

  Bonnie Buyum in memory of Benjamin Kaufman, grandfather 

  Ellen Fleishman in memory of Edward Fleishman, father 

  William Moody in memory of Violet West, mother 

  Ellyn Phillips in honor of Connie & Sam Katz 

  Lois Robbins in memory of Eleanor Blumberg, mother 

  Hideko Secrest in honor of Phill & Anna Goldberg, on the birth of their son Benyamin 

  Susan Sternthal in memory of Faye Weiss, mother 

Floral Fund Ellen Wolin in memory of Louis Wolin, father 

General Fund Betty Adler in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Diane Ajl in memory of Adele Ajl, mother 

  Terry & Jason Allen-Rouman in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Marcy & Dan Bacine in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

  Frances & Michael Baylson in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

  Peninah & Albert Berdugo in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

    in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

  David & Lucy Casper in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Stephen & Kellie Chiarlone in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Tony Chiarlone Jr. in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Leigh Cohen in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Eleanore Corcoran Kruc in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Lyn Davis in memory of Edward Fish, uncle 

    in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

    in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

    in honor of Rabbi Leonard Gordon 

    with thanks to Eileen & Richard Bazelon 

David & Raissa Federline in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Abby Horn & Maria Pulzetti in honor of Akhila Vasthare & Will Shapiro, on the birth of their daughter 

Wendy Horwitz in appreciation of Kate Lawn, for her many gracious and efficient  
contributions to the Charry Memorial Weekend 

Ann Hulett & John Halbig in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Phyllis Kauffman in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

John Laigaie in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Margaret Laigaie in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Patrick Laigaie in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 
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FUND BY  OCCASION 

Contributions continued 

General Fund Marcia Landesberg in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  in memory of Bernice Adelaide Goldstein, sister-in-law of Mindelle Goldstein 

  in memory of Aaron Weber, husband of Lucille Weber 

  in gratitude to Rabbi Adam Zeff & Nina Peskin 

  refuah shleimah to Maurice Feldman, for a speedy recovery 

Louise Leibowitz in memory of Ethel Leibowitz, mother 

Judd & Hillary Kruger  
Levingston 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  in memory of Brian Spiller, brother of Mark Spiller 

  in honor of Akhila Vasthare & Will Shapiro, on the birth of their daughter, Beila 

  in honor of Linda Cherkas & Chaim Dworkin, on the marriage of their daughter, 
Elisheva Dworkin, to David Kadosh 

Charles Levinson in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Jeffrey Lewis & Mary Ann Rossi in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Lundy, Beldecos & Milby, PC in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Geof Margo in memory of Anne Margo, mother 

Cecile Merion in memory of Samuel Merion, husband 

Jim & Sandy Meyer in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  in honor of Brad Bridge & Dveera Segal, on the birth of their  
grandson, Zakai Barak Bridge, son of Rami & Tessa 

  in honor of Joan W. Stern, on the birth of her new grandchild 

  in honor of David Kraut, on his special birthday 

  in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  in memory of Lillian Schindler, mother of Alan Schindler 

Linda Millison in memory of Fredric Raichlen, brother 

Jeffrey & Linda Needleman in honor of Bev & Ira Somerson, on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Seamus  
Barbara A. Penny in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Ronald & Rachel Rossi in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Paul Rudick & Denise Wolf in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

Judy Schwartz in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

Mark & Diane Sheppard in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Gene Silver in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Warren Soffian in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Beth Stearman in memory of Irving Stearman, grandfather 

Mark Toubin in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Warren Soffian in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Beth Stearman in memory of Irving Stearman, grandfather 

Mark Toubin in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

Hazak Fund Marcy & Dan Bacine in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

  Helen & Michael Feinberg in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

    in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

 in honor of Oliver Moscow, son of Daniel Moscow & Sharon Strauss, on his Bar 
Mitzvah 

in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

in memory of Brian Spiller, brother of Mark Spiller 

Helene Feinberg in memory of Frank Rosenberg, father 

Cherie Goren in memory of Mark Fields, brother 

  in memory of Judith Fleischman, mother 

Jim & Sandy Meyer in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

Rona Pietrzak in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

Susan Rothschild in memory of Kay Strauss, sister 

Interfaith 
Hospitality 
Network 

Frieda Sanders in memory of Jeanette Goldenberg, sister 

in memory of Anna Sanders, mother-in-law 

in memory of Solomon Goldenberg, father 

  Hyman Zelkowitz in memory of Tillie Zelkowitz, mother 
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Wendy Weingarten in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

FUND BY OCCASION 

Contributions continued 

Israel Affairs Fund Marcy & Dan Bacine in memory of Haia Frida Saadoun, mother of Brigitte Thalheimer 

  Lynne & Art Ellis in honor of Linda Cherkas & Chaim Dworkin, on the marriage of their  
daughter, Elisheva Dworkin, to David Kadosh 

  Myra & Isador Kranzel in honor of Dan Bacine, on being honored by Israel Bonds Philadelphia 

  Cyrilla Rosen in memory of Sidney Pine, husband of Marcia Pine 

Israel Garden Fund Martin Itzkowitz in memory of Anne Itzkowitz, mother 

  Sylvia Lifschitz in memory of Joseph Lifschitz, father 

  Gloria Salmansohn in memory of Lena Salmansohn, mother-in-law 

Kiddush Fund Dick Menin in memory of Elinor Menin, mother 

  Paul Minkoff in memory of Hilda Minkoff, wife 

    in memory of Marc David Kaplan, son of Marty & Carol Kaplan 

    in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

    in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

    in honor of Dan Bacine, on being honored by Israel Bonds Philadelphia 

  Betsy Richman in memory of Jerome Rosner, father 

  Susan Rothschild in memory of Moritz Heimann, father 

Library Fund Gloria Salmansohn in memory of Herman Salmansohn, father-in-law 

Men's Club Bonnie Buyum in memory of Sam Buyum, grandfather 

  Martin & Ann Itzkowitz in memory of Raymond Pepp, friend 

Minyan Masorti  
Memorial Shabbat 
Fund 

Norman Newberg 

Hideko Secrest 

in memory of Mildred Mitchel, sister 

in honor of Linda Cherkas & Chaim Dworkin, on the marriage of their  
daughter, Elisheva Dworkin, to David Kadosh 

Music Fund Arnold Barr in memory of Frances Barr, mother 

  David & Betty Ann Fellner in honor of Nina Peskin, for sharing the wonder of her voice 

  Charles & Martha Schleifer in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Charles Schleifer in memory of Elaine Ives-Cameron, sister 

    in memory of Philip N. Schleifer 

    in honor of Linda Cherkas & Chaim Dworkin, on the marriage of  
their daughter, Elisheva Dworkin, to David Kadosh 

    in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

  Martha Schleifer in memory of Klara Furman, mother 

Playground Fund Bonnie Buyum in memory of Alan Buyum, father 

Rabbi Zeff's  
Discretionary Fund 

Nancy Barag 

Michael Beer 

in memory of Marc Barag, husband 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Lenore & Jonathan  
Bromberg 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Nan Daniels in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

in memory of David Shapiro, father 

Naomi Druckman in memory of Leon Druckman, husband 

David & Betty Ann Fellner in honor of Rabbi Adam Zeff, for leading us all in times of great distress and 
in times of celebration 

Alan Furman in memory of Klara Furman, mother 

Richard Glaser in memory of Karen Glaser, wife 

Mindelle Goldstein in memory of Charles Meilachowitz, father 

Marijka Hoczko & Chet Wichowski in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Ed & Dena Lake in memory of Haia Frida Saadoun, mother of Brigitte Thalheimer 

Jonathan Malev in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Jim & Sandy Meyer in honor of Rabbi Adam Zeff, on his special birthday 

Martin Millson in memory of Carl Millison, brother 

Charlotte Peitzman in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Sherry & Bob Pomerantz in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Hersh & Betsy Richman in memory of Stephanie Winge, sister of Jennifer Stein 

  in memory of Lillian Schindler, mother of Alan Schindler 

  refuah shleimah to Della Lazarus, for a speedy recovery 
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Contributions continued 

Rabbi Zeff’s  
Discretionary Fund  

Beth Rosenbaum & Noel Eisenstat in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Judith Rossman in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Steve & Patty Segal in honor of all of the activists working for a better America  
and a better Israel 

  Sandy Sherman in memory of Stefan Presser, husband 

  Stuart Shils in memory of Mark Feinberg, brother of Michael Feinberg 

  Bev & Ira Somerson in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

  Merle & Ed Zoller in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Religious School 
Fund 

Larry & Rochelle Abramson 

Diane Ajl & Neil Kitrosser 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Marcy & Dan Bacine in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Melanie Berman in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Chana Bonn in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Samantha Bromley in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

       Barbara Claxton, Cely Faria &  
Tom Patota 

in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Howard & Yona Diamond Dansky in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Johann & Kenneth Dretchen in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Lynne & Art Ellis in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Gena & David Epstein in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Dana Farengo-Clark in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Judy & Jerry Feldman in honor of Stuart Feldman, for carrying the Torah on Rosh  
Hashanah and Shari Feldman, for opening the ark on Yom Kippur 

  David & Betty Ann Fellner in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

    in honor of Phill & Anna Goldberg, for being model friends 

  Jonathan Frank in memory of Hilda Frank, mother 

 Jonathan Frank & Cheryl Roth-Frank in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  GJC Men's Club in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Nina Gordon & Lou Walinsky in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Janine & Lawrence Hand in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Myra & Isador Kranzel in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

  Ed & Dena Lake in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

    in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Mark Lipshutz & Nan Myers in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Jessica Long in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Judith & William Loy in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Jeffrey & Linda Needleman in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Maria Pulzetti & Abby Horn in honor of Risa Horn Pulzetti, daughter of Abby Horn & Maria  
Pulzetti, on her 7th birthday 

  Nelson Ralis in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Cyrilla Rosen in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Judy Schwartz in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Hideko Secrest in honor of Rabbi Alanna Sklover & Rebecca Kirzner, on the birth of 
their daughter, Bina Yael Sklover-Kirzner 

Sandy Sherman in memory of Evelyn Sherman, mother 

Joan Silver in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Phyllis & Sydney Stearman in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Susan & Berel Sternthal in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Women of GJC in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Women of GJC & Men's Club in honor of Shai Ben-Yaacov, for his kindness to the Women of  
GJC and the Men's Club 
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Special Education 
Fund 

Andrea Becker-Arnold 

Jeffrey Needleman 

in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

in memory of Nathan Needleman, father 

Tikkun Olam Fund Lizanne Berger in memory of Morton S. Berger, father 

  Mindy Brown in memory of Hinda Brown, mother 

  Lynne & Art Ellis in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Lynne Jacobs in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

    in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

  Ivy & Toby Marwil in honor of Diane Ajl & Neil Kitrosser, on the engagement of their son,  
Daniel, to Jordan 

  Eve Pinkenson in honor of Kate Lawn, Rebecca Paquet, and Teena Robinson, for all  
the work they do and their dedication to GJC 

  Eleanor Seif in memory of Max Cohen, father 

  Audrey Friedman Marcus in honor of Rabbi Dayle Friedman, for all she does for the community 

Torah Restoration 
Fund 

Kathy & George Amrom in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Sheila Erlbaum in memory of Miriam Erlbaum, mother 

  Maurice & Maxine Feldman in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

    in honor of Bev & Ira Somerson, on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson,  
Seamus 

  Rochelle Fellman in memory of Esther Abrams, mother 

  Phyllis Kauffman in memory of Esther Tatarsky, mother 

  Eve Pinkenson in memory of Jane Blumenthal, mother 

    in memory of Abraham Blumenthal, grandfather 

  Yale & Eve Pinkenson in memory of Joseph Pinkenson, father 

  Harriet Segal in memory of David Segal, father 

  Joan Silver in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

Women of GJC Barb Menin in memory of Ronald Lance, father 

   Debbie Stern, Nan Myers, 
Lynne Jacobs, Rhonda  
Mandel, & Maura Sostack 

in honor of Yona Dansky, on moving into her new home 

  George & Debbie Stern in honor of Joan W. Stern, on the birth of her new grandson, Jude 

  Susan & Ken Weiss in memory of Joseph Meyer, brother of Jim Meyer 

    in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

    in celebration of Chuck & Martha Schleifer, on the wedding of their  
son, Daniel 

Youth Activities Fund Lizanne Berger in honor of Rennie Cohen, on her special birthday 

in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Susan & Stephen Hirsch in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Curtis & Leslie Pontz in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

    in memory of Haia Frida Saadoun, mother of Brigitte Thalheimer 

    in memory of Lillian Schindler, mother of Alan Schindler 

    refuah shleimah to Della Lazarus, for a speedy recovery 

  Hersh & Betsy Richman in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Cynthia Shearin in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Joan Silver in honor of Bev & Ira Somerson, on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson,  
Seamus 

  Joan W. Stern in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

    in memory of Meyer Winderman, grandfather 

  Susan & Berel Sternthal in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  The Waks Family in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

  Barney & Margie Weber in memory of Brenda Laigaie, wife of David Laigaie 

  Norman & Adina Newberg in memory of Mitchell Berk, husband of Beth Stearman 

Young Families Re-
treat Fund 

David & Betty Ann Fellner in memory of Cy Cohen, husband of Rennie Cohen 

Contributions continued 
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