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By Rabbi Adam Zeff

We are ap-
proaching a

strange time of year.  In the Jewish cal-
endar, we are in the month of Sh’vat,
and in the middle of that month comes
Tu BiSh’vat, the “New Year for the
trees,” when we celebrate the sap ris-
ing in the forests, the flowering of the
almond tree, and the tilting of the
world away from winter and toward
spring and rebirth.  Yet in Philadelphia,
we are still in the middle of the cold
and snow and ice of winter.  We see no
almond blossoms, and the trees around
us seem to be deeply asleep in the
woods.  So where are we “seeing” this
rebirth for trees?  Only with the part of
us that is looking toward the Land of Is-
rael, where Tu BiSh’vat does signal the
beginning of the end of winter and the
move toward spring.

    
Perhaps it should not seem so

strange to us that our celebration of Tu
BiSh’vat keys us to the cycle of the sea-
sons in the Land of Israel.  After all, in
our prayers, we acknowledge this
every day.  In each prayer service,
when we recite the second blessing of
the Amidah concerning God’s power
as manifest in the world, we add one
of two phrases.  At this time of year, be-
tween Sh’mini Atzeret and Pesah, we
add the phrase mashiv ha-ru-ah u’-
morid ha-gashem (“the One who
causes the wind to blow and the rain
to fall”).  But between Pesah and
Hoshana Raba, we add the phrase
morid ha-tal (“the One who causes the
dew to fall”).  Does no rain fall on us
in Philadelphia in the spring and sum-
mer?  Does rain only fall on us be-
tween Sh’mini Atzeret and Pesah?!  Of

course, the answer is no.  This prayer, too,
which we recite each day, turns our
thoughts toward the Land of Israel and
the progress of the rainy and wet seasons
there.

    
No matter where Jewish communities

are in the world – whether in the south-
ern hemisphere or the northern, whether
in the east or the west – all of us mark
both our own seasons and those of the
Land of Israel through the liturgical cal-
endar of our days and months and years.
With our physical eyes we look at the
world that surrounds us, and with our
mind’s eye we gaze at the land that we
identify with our spiritual ancestors and
with the millions of Jewish people who
live there today.   Rabbi Mordechai Ka-
plan wrote of living in two civilizations.
Jewish tradition asks us to live in two
places, two physical locations, as well.

    
There is joy in living in two places:

feeling equally at home in the forests of
Pennsylvania and in the hills of the
Galilee, treasuring friends in Philadelphia
and in Jerusalem, tasting the exquisite
beauty of Shabbat in Mt. Airy and in Tz’-
fat.  And it is not always easy to live in
two places:  seeing the immense chal-
lenges facing the U.S. and the State of Is-
rael, working for progress and for change
for Americans and for Israelis, and seeing
the pain on the faces of people who are
suffering around us and half a world
away.  In being part of the Jewish people,
we take both the privileges and the re-
sponsibilities of living in both of these
very different places into our hearts.

    
In a year from now, we all have a

chance to create a little more room in our
hearts for Israel.  I will be leading a GJC
congregational trip to Israel with the
theme of “Social Challenges and
Achievements in Israel” that will run from

December 23, 2014 through January 1,
2015.  This trip will be appropriate
both for those with experience in Israel
and for those visiting for the first time,
and there will also be parallel activities
for children when appropriate.  I en-
courage you to start planning now to
come with us!  You can see details of
the trip and register on the trip website
at:  http://www.daattravel.com/german-
town-jewish-centre-israel-2014.aspx 

    
Also, if you have additional ques-

tions – including inquiries about spe-
cial arrangements, add-on’s, and airfare
options – you can be in touch with our
trip organizer, Da’at Educational Expe-
ditions, at 1-888-811-2812.  You can
also register by phone at that number.
And of course, you can be in touch
with me as well with questions.

    
I look forward to advancing our

knowledge of and connection to Israel
through this trip and in other ways over
the coming years.  May we all be
blessed to open our hearts ever wider
to the task of living in two places at
once!

Living in Two Places

Program Highlights
Beit Midrash Shabbat Learning 

for the Community
Saturdays in January & February

Red Cross Blood Drive
January 5

Henna Workshop 
January 12

Ralph Granger Memorial Shabbat
January 18

Interfaith MLK Celebration
January 19

MLK Day of Service Program
January 20

The Centre Call
g e r m a n t o w n  j e w i s h  c e n t r e
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Discovering our Shared Concerns
By Mitch Marcus, GJC President

        President’s Message

Many of us 
at GJC are

deeply concerned
about the intertwined issues of social
justice and the health of our surround-
ing community.  Many of us make sig-
nificant commitments of our time and
energy to advance one or another of
these issues.  While some of this energy
goes into efforts organized within GJC
by the Social Action Committee (SAC)
and other groups, much of our individ-
ual involvement goes into efforts organ-
ized in the surrounding community.  Is
there a possibility of finding an issue of
substantial concern to so many of us
within GJC that we can come together
as a multi-generational community to
help improve our neighborhood, re-
gion, and perhaps even our society,
and in the process both help advance

the cause of Tikkun Olam, repairing the
world, and strengthen our ties to each
other within the GJC community?

    
Thanks to a recent effort by GJC’s So-

cial Action Committee, we now have just
such a picture of our shared concerns.
One central discovery:  while we individ-
ually have many different concerns about
our community and society, the deepest
concern of fully two-thirds of those inter-
viewed focused on one particular issue:
education and the public schools.  Per-
haps this is not surprising, given that the
state of public schools in Philadelphia
now begins to pose an existential threat
to our surrounding community. 

    
This fall, volunteers from GJC’s Social

Action Committee conducted one-to-one
conversations with a diverse group of 45
fellow members to find out what issues
matter most to them and how interested

they might be in working on those is-
sues through GJC.  Participants were
also queried about their interest in GJC
collaborating with nearby congrega-
tions of other faiths on social action
work. The campaign was part of the
group’s efforts to energize justice work
at GJC and plan for the future.  This
one-on-one process is one of the main
organizing tools utilized by community
organizing groups such as POWER,
who helped train the SAC volunteers;
this was a first effort to try out this
method within our congregation.

    
Here’s a summary of what the SAC

volunteers learned:  Education and
public schools was cited by 75% of
those interviewed, with 66% citing it as
their top issue.  Other issues mentioned
include gun violence, homelessness
and food insecurity and the environ-

ment, although as the
graph on the left indi-
cates, these trailed educa-
tion by a large margin.
The committee was also
pleased to learn that a
large percentage of those
interviewed are interested
in getting involved in so-
cial justice work and in
working with members of
other congregations, both
Jewish and non-Jewish,
within our area.   

Next steps?  SAC
members are using the in-
formation learned from
the interviews to aid
planning for 2014.  The
lay and professional lead-
ership are also beginning
to discuss whether it is
possible to organize ener-
gies within GJC to help us
pull together on our com-
mon shared concern.
Stay tuned…..
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In CeLeBraTIon…
Carol Kaplan on her 80th birthday

Marty Kaplan on his 84th birthday

Naomi Klayman & Adina Abramowitz

on the birth of their granddaughter 

Mirabella Ayan Wiesner

Josh Goldblum & Deborah Fishman on the birth of their grandson

Josh Goldblum & Deborah Fishman on the marriage of their 

daughter Susannah Fishman to Matthew Breuninger

Michael Blackman on his retirement after over 38 years of service 

with the federal government

Dena & Ed Lake on the engagement of their daughter

David Kanthor & Burgandy Holiday on the birth of their daughter 

Florenzia Mildred

Josh & Erika Bauml on the birth of their son Max George

Leah & Norman Schwartz on the birth of their granddaughter, 

Yehudis Meira Schwartz, daughter of Joel & Sydney Schwartz, 

in Jerusalem.

David Picker & Ann Trail on their wedding

Lizanne Berger on her 50th birthday

Numi Mansdorf & Steven Nadel on the birth of their daughter, Maya

Addie Lewis Klein & Craig Klein on the birth of their son, Isaac

(October 2013 – November 2013)

Shabbat Chai-Lites

T h e  C e n t r e  C a l l  g e r m a n t o w n  j e w i s h  c e n t r e

In MeMorIaM
Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor and grandfather of Rosie, Hannah, 

& Eliana

Frances “Frumel” M. Barr, mother of Arnold Barr

Dorothy Snellenburg, sister of Marcia Landesberg

January 3 & 4
• Carlebach Shabbat • Beit Midrash • Kol D’mamah 

• Musical Marching Minyan • Family Service

January 10 & 11
• Tot Shabbat • Beit Midrash
• Parshat ha-Shavua b’Ivrit

• Charry Service – Mazal tov to Nayan Klur, son of 
Joshua Klur & Nilmini Klur, on becoming Bar Mitzvah

January 18
• Ralph Granger Memorial Shabbat • Beit Midrash

January 24 & 25
• Kol Zimrah • Beit Midrash

February 1
• Beit Midrash • Kol D’mamah

• Musical Marching Minyan

• Charry Service – Mazal tov to Tillie Donover, daughter of
Sandra & Scott Donover, on becoming Bat Mitzvah

February 7 & 8
• Carlebach Shabbat • Beit Midrash

• Parshat ha-Shavua b’Ivrit

• Charry Service – Mazal tov to Charlie Gandleman &
Alexis Braverman, daughter of Rona Pietrzak & 

Amiel Braverman, on their aufruf

• Tot Havdallah

February 15
• Beit Midrash

• Charry Serivce – Mazal tov to Rebecca Rome, daughter 
of Jonathan & Susan Rome, on becoming Bat Mitzvah

February 22
• Beit Midrash

February 28 & March 1
• Kol Zimrah • Beit Midrash

• Kol D’mamah • Musical Marching Minyan

• Minha/Havdallah – Mazal tov to Isadora Barnett, 
daughter of Benjamin Barnett & Wendy Schwartz, 

on becoming Bat Mitzvah

Kabbalat Shabbat/Carlebach Shabbat/Kol Zimrah
Fridays at 6 PM 

Shabbat Morning
Services at 10 AM

Kol D’mamah at 10 AM
Musical Marching Minyan at 10:15 AM

Parshat ha-Shavua b’Ivrit at 11 AM

Shabbat Morning Kids Space - Room 305

Kids are welcome to play Shabbat-friendly games in 
Room 305 - bring your own and some will be provided.

Please respect the space, clean up after yourselves 
and put all games away after use.

Sundays at 10 AM
$5 per session

For more info call Tamar Magdovitz 
at 215-247-9614

ISraeLI 

DanCIng

Last year’s Purim Bash was a blast - don’t miss this one!
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Germantown Jewish Centre 
unites as a community to support and present 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

9:45 AM  Minyan Masorti in Temin Canteen Room 
10:00 AM Charry Service in Charry Sanctuary 
10:00 AM     Dorshei Derekh in Maslow Auditorium
12:15 PM     Light Kiddush Lunch in Marcus Auditorium 
1:15 PM  Speakers and Discussion 
   (Extended childcare provided) 

How did the current Philadelphia public schools crisis come about? What is full and fair funding and why 
is it crucial for Philadelphia and our entire state? How does a strong public school system effect our neigh-

borhood? How do budget cuts effect the every day lives of students? And what can we do to help? 
 

We will discuss these questions and more with our panelists including: 
Donna Cooper, Executive Director of PCCY (Public Citizens for Children & Youth); Dalya Hahn, GJC 

Member and Central High School Student; and Rhonda Brownstein, Executive Director of the Education 
Law Center. The program will be moderated by GJC Members Andi Moselle and Elliott Seif 

Granger Memorial Shabbat is generously supported by the 
Paul and Hilda Minkoff Ralph Granger Memorial Endowment 

 

 

Public Schools in Crisis: 
Striving for Educational Justice 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2014 
 

 

 
The 30th Annual Ralph 

Granger Memorial 
Shabbat 

 

This event honors Ralph Granger, a well-loved and respected former custodian at the Germantown 
Jewish Centre.  Ralph was a Christian African American who was known for his dignity and love for 
the synagogue.  During his life he served as a role model to our community for valuing and respecting 
differences in others. The Granger Memorial Shabbat continues to pay tribute to his memory, while 
focusing on current social issues pertinent to the larger community in which we live. 

Many thanks to Charry Service, Minyan Masorti, Dorshei 
Derekh, Women’s Club, Men’s Club, Social Action Committee 

and Hazak for co-sponsoring this event. 

400 West Ellet Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 

215-844-1507 

www.germantownjewishcentre.org 
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characterized by disengagement from
Judaism. “My mother’s family was kind
of Orthodox,” he says. “They lived in
Overbrook Park and went to a shul
roughly the size of the first floor of our
home.  I couldn’t relate to it at all.” 
    His paternal grandfather was sent to
a yeshiva in Czarist Russia and “was
completely disillusioned by the
hypocrisy of the students, studying great
works and great rabbis during the day
but treating each other shabbily other-
wise.” Dick’s grandfather became a
Communist and spent time in Czarist
jails. On the day of Dick’s uncle’s brit in
1905, there was a pogrom. Like many
other American Jews, Dick thanks the
Czar for his family immigrating to Amer-
ica. 
    “My father considered himself Jewish
but had no Jewish education,” he says.
“When my parents had an aliyah at my
bar mitzvah, my father had to learn the
prayer in transliteration. It was the first
and last Hebrew I think he spoke. But he
felt as Jewish as anybody else, despite
the fact that he was not an observant
person.” 
    Dick’s mother sent him to the West
Oak Lane Jewish Community Center.
“Two or three boys were bar mitzvahed
every Saturday,” he recalls. His own bar
mitzvah was devoid of content. “It
wasn’t seen as something I would learn
from,” he says. “It was something I had
to do. The school was not geared toward
giving you a great Jewish experience. It
was not intellectual at all. We gave no
speeches. We each did a third of the haf-
tarah and no Torah reading. The night
before my bar mitzvah, I was told to
read the second paragraph of the Aleinu
in English. The rabbi’s only major advice
was, when it says ‘all idolaters shall be
abolished, don’t say adulterers.’ 
    “It never occurred to him that he
would say ‘adultery’,” Barb interjects.
“He was 13 years old.” Nevertheless,
right before his big day, Dick was most
worried about not making the gaffe.
    Given that his Jewish experience
wasn’t positive or joyful, Dick decided
that unless he was going to a wedding
or a bar mitzvah, he would never again

Barbara and Dick Menin are Shab-
bat regulars in the Charry Service

and are active in the Women’s Club
and Men’s Club respectively, but in
addition to their communal activities,
it is notable how serious they are
about exploring the rich substance in
Jewish texts and prayer. They engage
in Jewish study and come to the Sat-
urday morning service with apprecia-
tion and continuous curiosity.
    Dick, 68, a Gastroenterologist, was
raised in the Cedarbrook neighbor-
hood of Philadelphia. He attended
Central High, Temple University and
Temple Medical School. During his
medical training, Dick was attracted to
a new technology just then becoming
available to physicians: endoscopic
equipment, used extensively by gas-
troenterologists to view the inside of
the digestive tract.  
    “It transformed the field from
something based on information gen-
erated by medical histories, which
aren’t always terribly accurate, to
something where we can see what’s
going on inside and ultimately do
something about it,” he says. The ex-
citement over the new technology
went viral. Of the 24 doctors in train-
ing with Dick, 16 went into gastroen-
terology.
    Dick was in private practice for
about 20 years but, he says, when
“malpractice insurance got too ob-
scene and a lot of practices were
bought out by hospitals, I became an
employee of Einstein hospital.”
    Dick comes from Orthodox roots,
which in the next generation were

Barb & Dick Menin love to travel, here
they are on the Scottish Island of (Main-
land) Orkney at the Ringer of Brodgar
(Neolithic stones that may be older than
Stonehenge)

continued on page 6

Member Spotlight 
by Linda Kriger

walk into another synagogue. 
    Divorced from his first wife, with a
son, Scott, Dick was introduced to
Barb on a blind date through his part-
ner, whose wife was a colleague of
hers at Hahnemann Hospital. 
    “’Give her a call,’ he told me. I did.
At the time, what did I know from dat-
ing? I’d been married for 19 years, and
dated my wife for a couple of years
before that,” he says. “I told Barb I’d
pick her up, not realizing that on a
blind date, you usually just meet
someplace. But I did pick her up the
old fashioned way.” They married four
years later in the living room of their
home in Meadowbrook, near Jenkin-
town, where they live today.
    Dick and his first wife had affiliated
with Rodeph Sholom, a Reform syna-
gogue “which I chose because they
spoke English and I wasn’t attracted to
Hebrew,” Dick says. “I wanted to un-
derstand what was going on.” Scott at-
tended a college in central
Pennsylvania with a large non-Jewish
population and became interested in
Christianity. 
    Scott lived with Barb and Dick on
college vacations and around the time
they were to be married, Barb decided
she wanted to learn more about Ju-
daism, to “counterbalance Scott’s in-
terest in Christianity,” she says. “The
only way you could study Judaism al-
most 20 years ago was to take conver-
sion classes, so I did that with the idea
maybe I would convert, maybe not.”
    The program lasted a year and at
the end of it, Barb decided to convert.
“We koshered our kitchen,” she says.
“I wanted Scott to think, every time he
took something out of the refrigerator,
that he was Jewish and this was part of
it. I don’t know if it was the right thing
to do. It had no effect whatsoever.”
    Dick’s family is, as he puts it, a re-
ligiously blended one. He and Barb
follow in the footsteps of his uncle,
who married a Catholic who “always
had Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
parties and celebrated Passover. That’s
what we still do,” Barb says. “One of
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Member Spotlight  
Continued from page 5

Dick’s cousins has a huge family
Christmas party and Dick and I share
the Passover seder with Dick’s sister.”
    Barb, 62, grew up on the Chel-
tenham side of Glenside and was a
Presbyterian. “My grandmother lived
with us and was very religious,” she
says. “My mother was a Sunday school
teacher and my father couldn’t stand
church. My brother and I were made
to go to church until we were in high
school when we both said we were
done with it. 
    “I never felt a connection,” Barb
says. “Church was cold. It didn’t do
anything for kids. I didn’t make a lot of
friends. When I told my parents I was
converting, neither one was fazed.”
Her mother’s response was, ‘You were
always interested in Judaism.’ Nothing
more was said. “They came to my
conversion ceremony. They were more
surprised I found any religion.”
    Barb went to nursing school on the
fast track after her father told her she
could do anything she wanted to do as
long as she would pay for it. “I became
an RN at 20, started working and
moved out of the house.” Barb had an
itch to experience another part of the
world. She learned about a Neurol-
ogy/Neurosugery post-graduate pro-
gram for nurses in London and in
September, 1976 she left the United
States. After a month, she realized she
loved London and wanted to stay. She
lived there for seven years, until 1983. 
    “Then I wanted to come back,” she
says. “I certainly was not British. But I
didn’t feel all that American anymore,
either. I decided maybe I would go to
Canada. There’s a famous neurological
institute in Montreal, so I started taking
French lessons in England. I planned
this a year ahead. My last month
abroad, I went to the south of France
and spent a month in an intensive
French language class. I spent three
weeks with a French family who didn’t
speak any English. It was a fabulous
experience.” 
    When she came home, she real-
ized she needed a job until she re-
grouped. “I was home on Sunday and

had a job by Wednesday. I became en-
trenched in the American way of life,”
she says. “It takes a lot of energy to live
in another country. I was 30- something
at that point and I didn’t want to have to
find new friends all over again. I liked
what I was doing. I got my bachelors de-
gree at night and worked in critical care
and was a flight nurse for a year on a
University MedEvac, the helicopter and
flight program for Hahnemann. 
    One of her most vivid memories
from that time was flying to the Lehigh
Valley to rescue people from a serious
car accident. The helicopter circled,
looking for a clearing and Barb could
see traffic stopped in both directions,
waiting for their helicopter to land.
“Only a nurse could think that was re-
ally cool,” she says, smiling. After a year,
Barb realized she kept getting airsick
and decided it was time for a change.
    “Then I met Dick. I was working from
3 to 11 pm in the trauma unit at Hahne-
mann and when we got more serious, I
got a day job,” she says. Barb became a
critical care educator and received a
master’s degree at Penn as a Nurse Prac-
titioner. For many years, she worked in
a family practice and is now on the ad-
junct faculty at Drexel University in their
College of Nursing and Health Profes-
sions.  “I teach online courses to RNs
who are pursuing a Bachelors Degree
and I also teach in the clinical area,
mostly in Geriatrics,” she says.
    After Barb and Dick married, they
went shul shopping. As Dick puts it,
“Now that you’ve converted, you don’t
go home and do nothing. Judaism is
about community, not the individual. If
we’re going to do this we should get in-
volved and be part of a synagogue and
make it meaningful. 
    When they arrived at GJC for a Friday
night service, Barb was still in her con-
version class and yet she was confronted
with a service virtually all in Hebrew. “I
didn’t speak any Hebrew,” she recalls,
“but I loved the spirit of it, what I’ve
since come to know now as ruach.”
They joined GJC in 1995. 
    “GJC is a part of our life,” Barb says.
“I learned Hebrew. I don’t know a lot of
words, but I can read it. I read Torah and
Haftarah” after studying with Eve

Pinkenson, a “wonderful teacher,” she
says. Barb and Dick took the Hebrew
course for beginners and went on to a
course in Biblical Hebrew.
    Barb was asked to join the
Women’s Club Board shortly after she
joined. In 2000-1, she and Susan
Sternthal became co-presidents. Last
year, she was co-president with Max-
ine Feldman. Today, she is again co-
president with Dena Lake. Dick was
president of the Men’s Club, from
2000-3. It was his idea to install a
large Hanukiah on the front lawn. 
    Barb’s involvement at GJC has in-
tensified: She was a Charry represen-
tative on the committee to find an
assistant rabbi. She was recording sec-
retary on the GJC board. And, for the
past two years, she has been a mem-
ber of a Women’s study group, which
studies Jewish texts monthly. 
    “Last year,” she says, “we studied
the Cairo Geniza (a collection of some
300,000 medieval Jewish manuscript
fragments found in the storeroom of a
Cairo synagogue) from the women’s
point of view.” 
    Dick’s interest in Judaism is rooted
in the questioning it honors.  He has
studied Talmud, Kabbalah (Jewish
mystical texts), and Mussar, a charac-
ter building Jewish practice. “These
are important things for you to know
if you call yourself a learned Jew,” he
says. “In the crowd I work with, I’m
the rabbi. In the crowd I learn with at
GJC, I’m the gentile.
    “Why is Shabbat such a big thing
in Judaism? Why can’t I do x, y and
z?” he continues, warming to the sub-
ject. “To me, there’s a lot we do in life
that you have to do: make a living, fix
the door when it’s broken etc. Then
there should be a time when you ask
yourself the question ‘what’s it all
about.’ The answer will be different
every week. You slowly change your
life a little bit to make sure your life is
going in the direction you want it to
go.” 
    Sitting in the sunroom of their
house, overlooking a lush wood, Dick
and Barb seem to be two people who
have moved their lives in the direction
they want to go.
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early Childhood Program (eCP)

During the fall, with the season’s
vibrant beauty all around, the

children were busy exploring the won-
ders of autumn.  They examined the
fabulous colors, cool wind, falling
leaves, growing pumpkins and more.
You can see some of our children’s
masterpieces hanging throughout the
ECP hallways.  Come check it out!
    With the conflation of Thanksgiving

and Hanukah the
children had the
opportunity to ex-
plore two very spe-
cial Holidays.  The
Infant and Toddlers
came together for a
fabulous feast in-
cluding some
h o m e m a d e
muffins made by
our Dubonim

class.  They were enjoyed by all! Our
pre-school Gesher, Bonim and Gan
Katan classes came together for a won-
derful feast full of songs, poetry and a
scrumptious menu including  pumpkin
bread, sweet potato pie and
apple/cran-
berry crisp.
We empha-
sized the
importance
of being
thankful for
both the
holidays of
Thanksgiv-
ing and
Hanukah and discussed the similari-
ties and differences between them and
what we were thankful for.  It was a
wonderful teaching moment and some
of our classes even made Tzedakah
boxes as a culminating project.
    We also celebrated Hanukah with
a very festive ECP Family Hanukah
Celebration on December 4th.  We
sang, danced and enjoyed latkes and
laughter together as a community.  It
was a wonderful evening had by all! 

    Please come to see us!  Volunteer you
time to read a story, or assist during an

By Jodi Gordon, Interim ECP Director

Thanksgiving feast for our infants and
toddlers

Our Pre-K students
dressed as Pilgrims and
Native Americans

Our Pre-K Thanks-
giving Celebration

Join us at this year’s 
Purim Bash on 

Saturday, March 8!

art, science or construction project.
Join us for Tot Shabbat Tu bi’Sh’vat on
Friday, January 10 at 6PM. 
    Happy New Year!
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Plans are moving ahead for the
installation of the Platform Lift

in the Religious School.   A huge
thank you to all our donors for help-
ing us to make our building more
accessible.  Stay tuned for updates!
    A quick review:  In October Dr.
David Fish, an anesthesiologist and
co-president of GJC’s Men’s Club,
shared with Men’s and Women’s
Club about his trip to Rwanda on a
medical mission…a major mitzvah.
He spent 2 weeks providing anesthe-
sia to women who required surgery
not otherwise available to them.  He
was able to take a day off and travel
into the interior to “meet” and ob-
serve the gorillas.  His experience of
both the mission and the gorillas
was fascinating and he mesmerized
us with his slides and stories.

Women’s Club news

Barb Menin and Dena Lake, co-presidents of Women’s Club

Building Beautiful

    In November Bev Rosen reviewed 2
books about Marc Chagall, a biogra-
phy by Jonathan Wilson called Marc
Chagall (Jewish Encounter) and My
Life his autobiography.  Bev wove Cha-
gall’s extraordinary story with her
trademark wit and story-telling ability
along with solid research.  It was a fas-
cinating morning discussing this artist
who experienced the Russian Revolu-
tion, 2 world wars, and an escape from
the Nazis, while never forgetting his
shtetl roots, painting and creating
throughout his 95 years.      
Join us for Movie Night with our own
Susan Sternthal - January 11th @ 7 PM
    Join us for an evening that takes us
back to the great Hollywood era of the
1950s as we watch Indiscreet starring
the debonair Cary Grant and the beau-
tiful Ingrid Bergman.

 
Run, Run, Run (Don’t Walk, RUN) to the Little Shop 
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IN JANUARY 

EVERYTHING IN THE SHOP* WILL BE 20% OFF  

And if you take advantage of the Early Bird Special in January, 

Tuesday through Friday, 12 to 3, everything* will be 30% off

In February Monthly Special is 10% off

All Jewelry and Ahava products

(The Monthly Special discount in February can be combined 

with the Early Bird for a 20% discount.)

And on Sundays in February

everything in the shop* will be 20% OFF

*except Wine, Books, Mezuzah Scrolls,

Tefillin and Sale Items
Sunday 9:30 – 12:30

Monday Closed

Tuesday 12:00 – 7:30

Wednesday12:00 – 7:30

Thursday 12:00 – 5:00

Friday 12:00 – 4:00

Here are our NEW hours

Hazak

Hazak is the United Synagogue of Con-
servative Judaism’s organization for Jew-
ish men and women, 55 years and older.
The name HAZAK is an acronym.  The
het stands for Hokhma (wisdom), that
zayan for Ziknah (maturity) and the kuph
for Kadima (looking ahead). The Rhea
Shils Chapter of Hazak at Germantown
Jewish Centre has offered programs that
appeal to a wide audience since 2003.

Programming for Adults 55+

By Hazak Co-Chairs, 
Cherie Goren & Sonia Dishler

There was too much else to par-
ticipate in and celebrate in De-

cember, Hazak took the month off,
but we will make up for it in January!
Please join us on Sunday, January 26
at 10 AM as we welcome GJC mem-
ber and Professor Michael Steinlauf
speaking on “The Polish Jew: Then
and Now.” Those of you who have
taken his course at Gratz know what
a superb speaker he is. But whether
you’ve heard him before or not,
please join us on January 26.
    We already have 59 paid up mem-
bers, but we know there are more of
you out there that want to support
and be involved with Hazak! Our
modest $10 dues provide you with
access to 6 or more programs
throughout the year as well as our
monthly book group. Our programs
always include a nosh, as well as
great company and compelling con-
versations. Please join us!
    We wish you a happy and healthy
new year.

Come dress up for the Purim Bash!
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Women’s Clothing Giveaway VIII
February 23, 2014

The annual GJC Women’s Clothing
Giveaway has become a beloved

event on the neighborhood calendar.
In 2012, Dr. Anne Shlay, our in-house
sociologist, interviewed attendees.
Here is what she learned:
•   Respondents were very enthusias-
tic about the Giveaway.  When asked
their primary reason for attending,
fully 36% reported that it was fun and
another 18% liked socializing with
their friends and meeting people.  The
social aspect comprised 54% of all
responses.

•   People were also socially con-
scious and liked being part of a do-
good event.  About one-fifth (20%)
liked raising money for a good cause.
The environmental aspect of the
event (reusing of clothes) was a turn-
on for about 5%, so for over a quar-
ter of the attendees, eco-social ben-
efits were a primary motivation.

•   Of course, people liked getting
new clothes, getting rid of old ones
and not having to pay for what they
got, even if that was not their primary

motivation for attending.  For 15%,
getting rid of old clothes was key; ac-
quiring new clothes (15%) and shop-
ping for clothes for free (23%) were
also important.

•   People also reported that they liked
building community and commented
on how the attendees and the volun-
teers were friendly and nice.  One
said she “liked the vibe.”  Another
characterized the event as a “win-
win.” A few commented on how well
run it is and fun for kids as well (that
is, for very young daughters).
    Based on Anne’s research, we are
delighted to know we have indeed
created a fun, win-win event.  Under
the leadership of Genie Ravital, who
commands a legion of annual volun-
teers, the Giveaway continues to de-
light.  We will repeat last year’s
experiment, sorting the clothing the
night before.  This Erev Clothing Give-
away session was great fun, and light-
ens the morning pressure to be ready
for shoppers at 11:00 AM.  
    Proceeds from this year will go to

Dining For Women, an international
giving circle which supports grassroots
women’s empowerment initiatives in
low resource communities.  Many

GJC women be-
long to one of
the three local
Weavers Way
Dining For
Women chap-
ters.  Partnering
with DFW will
add a new
stream of cloth-
ing donors, vol-
unteers, and
attendees, yet
another win-
win.  There is a
fourth Mt. Airy

DFW chapter comprised of mothers
and their 11-year-old daughters, so
look for a ‘tween crowd, too!
    To volunteer, contact GenieBud@
gmail.com.  For more information,
head to www.womensclothinggive-
away.com

Shoppers of all ages
enjoy the Clothing
GiveAway!
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Reservations a must! Contact Judy Schwartz • judyschwartz38@gmail.com 

Live Auction!  Restaurant Auction! 
Purim Spiel! 

Silent Auction of Great Getaways! 
Come in costume! Dance! Nosh! 

 

  Saturday, March 8th  • 7:30 – 11:30 
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Win A Trip To Israel! 
Support Israel and GJC! 

Proceeds benefit GJC (including General Fund & Youth Activities), 
community programs & the State of Israel. Thank you! 

  

The Annual Passport to Israel Purim fundraiser drawing 
will be held at GJC’s Purim carnival 

on Sunday, March 16, 2014. 
 

First prize is a trip for two to Israel — a $4,000 value — or $4,000 in 
State of Israel bonds.  Second prize - $360; third prize - $180. 

 
Ticket sales are limited to 500. No cash prize in lieu of first prize of 

Israel trip or Israel bonds. Sponsored by GJC Men’s Club. You need 
not be present at drawing to win. Winning ticket valid for one year. 

  

ENTER TODAY! 
ORDER YOUR PASSPORTS BEFORE THEY SELL OUT 

 
Please complete the form below and mail to the Germantown Jewish 

Centre, Men’s Club, 400 W. Ellet Street, Phila., PA 19119 with payment 
of $30 per Passport. We will send you a numbered Passport receipt, 
your chance to win a trip to Israel or $4,000 in State of Israel bonds! 

 
Please print: 
 
Name___________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Passports: __________ X $30 each Passport = $___________ 
 

Send completed form with payment ($30 per Passport) to: Germantown Jewish Centre, 
Men’s Club, 400 W. Ellet St., Phila., PA 19119. Make checks payable to GJC Men’s Club. 

!
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Pinat Hinuch – education Corner

Before the new year, the students in
the GJC Religious School began

taking a 360 degree look at the idea of
Tikkun Olam, the Jewish imperative to
repair the world.  From being mem-
bers of a Mitzvah Squad, to planning
a fundraiser for the Jaffa Institute (an
organization serving at-risk youth in
Tel Aviv), to making reusable shopping
bags from old tee-shirts, to exploring
Jewish justice values through improv
drama games, our 2nd-6th grade
breirot (electives) invited our students
to envision ways in which they can
make a difference in the world around
them, and discover how these acts can
be tied to their Jewish identities.
    In the Talmud Bavli (Sanhedrin
17b) we learn that a talmid haham
(scholar) should not reside within a
city unless ten specific conditions are

met: A court of justice, a charity fund
collected by two and distributed by
three, a synagogue, a bathhouse, a
public restroom, a mohel, a surgeon,
a notary, a kosher butcher, and a
school-master.  For the rabbis of the
Talmud, just as it for us today, uphold-
ing human dignity is at the core of
what it ought to mean to be a part of a
community, and it is in this goal,
above all, that we should invest our
time, our finances, and our mental
prowess.  Our traditions; reinforcing
halacha, worship, observing circumci-
sion and kashrut, engaging in Jewish
learning, are only one piece of the
puzzle.  We must also collect and dis-
tribute charity funds, safeguard public
health, and insure accessibility to legal
and educational services for all.
    As our students engage in their

By Rabbi Educator Alanna Sklover

Reflections on Generosity

studies of Tikkun Olam, we are also
raising money to support other stu-
dents in the Philadelphia Public
Schools.  The class that raises the 
most money will select a classroom 
to support through the website
www.DonorsChoose.org, connecting
their classrooms to those of their peers
across our wider community.
    I want to invite you, as our semes-
ter and year continues, to join us in
our learning and living out of the Jew-
ish value of envisioning and building
a just world – whether through engag-
ing your children in conversation
about their breira, making a donation
to the Religious School general fund,
or by joining us on Monday, January
20th as we volunteer as a GJC com-
munity for MLK Day of Service (more
details to follow).

Social action Update

Started as a project of GJC’s Social
Action Committee, the Introduc-

tion to the Library Story Hour has
been operating at the C.W. Henry
School since February 2009.  The
program began by serving eight
classes, ranging from Kindergarten
through third grade.  The story telling
originally took place in the school li-
brary, which was also revitalized by
volunteers from GJC.  Now, the Story
Hour volunteers are welcomed to
classrooms instead.
    Volunteers who read to the chil-
dren range from parents of Henry stu-
dents, as well as GJC and other
neighborhood volunteers.  Volunteer
story readers have found the experi-
ence very rewarding and several
have reported students spotting them
around the neighborhood and saying

hello, and “Didn’t you read to my
class in kindergarten?”  Clearly, we
have made an impression.
    Along with the Story Hour, we
were fortunate to connect with Eugene
Okamoto of the Harvest Book Com-
pany.  He is an alumna of the C.W.
Henry School and graciously donated
books that we distributed to the
classes in our program.  These books
were donated for students to keep and
take home to read!  The first distribu-
tion occurred at the end of the 2009-
10 school year.  Some years we
increased the book distribution to
three times a year.  The students very
much appreciate being able to take
books home.  
    Thank you so much to the volun-
teers who made the Story Hour a suc-
cess last year:  Sandy Meyer, Leah

Corsover, Ellen Frankel, Jeanne Allen,
Rona Pietrzak, and Barbara Jaffe.
Barbara Jaffe coordinated our volun-
teers, and Dena Lake facilitated the
distribution of the books donated by
Eugene Okamato, Harvest Books.
    We have now begun the 2013 –
2014 school year with a wonderful
group of old and new volunteers:
Leah Corsover, Mindelle Goldstein,
Ellen Frankel, Jean Allen, Nina Gor-
don, Sandi Cohen, Pesha Leichter,
Helen Feinberg and Sandy Meyer.
Thank you to Sandy Meyer who is or-
ganizing our volunteers and helping
with distributing the books to stu-
dents, donated by Harvest Book
Company.  Thank you to Dena Lake
for her ongoing support, and to Renee
Levine for making sure the Story Hour
is up and running again this year!!

Henry School Library Program Still Going Strong!
By Renee S. Levine
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Title Instructor(s) Timing Dates Cost 

Members/ 

Non Members 

Center City 

Lunch & Learn: 

Lawyers & Ethics in Films 

Rabbi Zeff & 
Others 

Wednesdays 
12:15-1:30 pm 

Monthly—Jan 8, Feb 5, 
Mar 5 

$150/200 
(CLE credit can 
be obtained for 
additional fees) 

Davening 

(Prayer) 101 

Rabbi Zeff & 
Rabbi Lewis 

Tuesdays 
7-9 pm 

Jan 14, 21, 28; Feb 4, 
11, 18, 25; Mar 4 

$100/125 

Jewish Practices in 

Death & Mourning 

Rabbi Lewis & 
Rabbi Zeff 

Sundays 
10-11:30 am 

Feb 2, 9, 16, 23 $50/65 

Improvisational Painting: 

Unleash Your Inner Artist 

Dina Pinsky & 
Mikael Elsila 

Sundays 
10 am— 
12 Noon 

Feb 9 and/or Mar 2 $10/15 
 

(per session—
you may register 
for one or both) 

Seeing is Believing: 

Collage Cut & Paste 

Meri Adelman Mondays 
3-4 pm 

or 
Tuesdays 
7-8 pm 

Mar 17, 24, 31 
or 
Mar 18, 25; Apr 1 

$50/60 
 

Shabbat in 

Community: 

Papercut Mural 

Mindy Shapiro Sundays 
10 am— 
12 Noon 

 

Mar 2 and/or 9 $18/25 
(per session—

you may register 
for one or both) 

         

adult education 2014/5774

Please review the chart below for our courses at a glance.  Advanced 

registration is requested for all courses. Contact the office to register.

It’s up to you and it’s up to me to create
a vibrant and thriving Jewish commu-
nity here in Greater Philadelphia, in Is-
rael and in the Former Soviet Union.
Together, we can kick off Federation’s
2014 Campaign and have an extraor-
dinary impact on the lives of our peo-
ple who need our support.

Please plan on being a part of Federation’s Super Sunday phon-a-thon
on Sunday, February 9, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Jack
M. Barrack Hebrew Academy in Bryn Mawr.  Working together, we
will make the calls that make the difference – enlisting our friends ‘and
families’ involvement in a true mitzvah!

Super Sunday Co-Chairs Sheree and Wayne Bloch and Robin 
and Greg Zappin urge you to sign up for the morning, afternoon 
or evening shifts today by calling 215.832.0630 or emailing 
supersunday@jfgp.org.  

Save the Date!

Special Thanks 

to the Wolfe 

Family Foundation 

for generously 

supporting 

programming 

at GJC 

PEOPLE OF 

THE BOOK

GJC’s Jewish Book Reading Group 

We meet at Germantown Jew-
ish Centre in the Quitman Li-

brary. We read fiction and nonfiction
books of Jewish interest written
mostly, but not solely, by Jewish writ-
ers and chosen by the group. 

    
Volunteer group members 

lead the discussion. For more 
information, contact Vilma Lieber-
man at vilmabluex@yahoo.com or
215-885-5753.

January 14
Scenes from Village
Life     
by Amos Oz

February 11
Spies of the
Balkans 
by Alan Furst
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Melevah Malkah Concert
We invite you to a fundraiser concert to benefit Germantown Jewish 

Centre featuring our members, clergy and staff! We will begin with a 

participatory Havdallah and then move right into a musical extravaganza 

allowing us to hold on to the spiritual high of Shabbat. We will bring in the 

new week “Kol Zimrah style” with jo yful Jewish music from around the 

world.  The concert features vocalists Rabbi Zeff, Rabbi Lewis & Nina 

Peskin as well as Mikael Elsila (piano), Jonathan Singer & Yosef Goldman 

(percussion), Cheryl Bettigole (clarinet) and Elliott Seif (accordion)! 

Saturday, February 1 from 7-9 pm 

It’s a fundraiser for GJC! Suggested donation is $10 per 

person and up (the sky is the limit), but no one will be 

turned away for lack of funds*  

Advanced registration not necessary, but if you want to let us know 
you’re coming or if you have qu estions please contact Elana Shaw 
at 215.844.1507 X19 or program@germantownjewishcentre.org 

*Limited number of volunteer opportunities available in lieu of payment. 
Contact Elana Shaw for details. 

400 West Ellet Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 

215-844-1507 

www.germantownjewishcentre.org 
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FUND                                                          BY                                                          OCCASION

Adult Education Fund                              Phyllis Kauffman                                    in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Frances “Frumel” M. Barr, mother of Arnold Barr

                                                                    Hershel Richman                                    in memory of Abraham Richman, father

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Gloria Salmansohn                                 in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Lena Salmansohn, mother-in-law

                                                                    Rivkah Walton                                        in memory of Henry M Walton, father

                                                                    Chava Weissler                                       in memory of Pearl Weissler, mother

Beck Scholar-in-Residence                       Joan Silver                                              refuah shleimah to Flossie, sister of Rose Beck

                                                                                                                                    refuah shleimah to Nina Gordon

Camp Scholarship Fund                           Karen Glaser                                           in memory of Harold Moss, father

                                                                    Dan Piser                                                in memory of Louis Piser, father

                                                                    Joan W. Stern                                          refuah shleimah to Susan Sternthal

                                                                    Susan & Berel Sternthal                         in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Susan Sternthal                                       in honor of Rabbi Lewis, for her kindness

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Faye Weiss, mother

Chesed Fund                                              Howard Dansky &                                 in memory of Annette Dansky, mother

                                                                    Yona Diamond Dansky

                                                                    Art & Lynne Ellis                                   in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

                                                                    Betsy Richman                                       in memory of Jerome Rosner, father

Early Childhood Program Fund              Sandy & Alex Murland                          in honor of Debbie Fishman & Joshua Goldblum, on the birth of their 

                                                                                                                                    grandson, Ezra Hershel Goncher

                                                                    Hershel & Betsy Richman                      in honor of Peter & Peshe Kuriloff, on the birth of their grandaughter, 

                                                                                                                                    Lucy Kuriloff

Floral Fund                                                Ruth Rosenthal                                       in memory of Anna Rosenthal, mother-in-law

General Fund                                             Yosaif & Tsurah August                         in honor of Rabbi Zeff, for all the light he brings to our community

                                                                    Dan & Marcy Bacine                              in honor of Albert & Peninah Berdugo, on the wedding of their 

                                                                                                                                    daughter Michal to Arash Sanieoff

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Sidney Numerof, husband of Roselle Numerof and 

                                                                                                                                    father of Brenda Laigaie

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Dr. Edward Fish, father of Joel Fish

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Leonard Gold, father of Richard Gold

                                                                    Peninah Berdugo                                    in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

                                                                    Barbara Block                                         in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Helene Broitman                                    

                                                                    Latifa diPaolo McLeary                         

                                                                    Sam & Helene Feinberg                         in honor of Carol Kaplan

                                                                    Nancy Feyler                                          

                                                                    Linda Kane                                             in memory of Sidney Numerof, husband of Roselle Numerof and 

                                                                                                                                    father of Brenda Laigaie

                                                                    Julia Krenzel & Cliff Levine                  in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

                                                                    Rachel Krenzel                                       in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

                                                                    Judah Labovitz                                       in honor of Rabbi Zeff & Cheryl Bettigole, on the Bar Mitzvah of their

                                                                                                                                    son Mati Zeff

                                                                    Dena & Ed Lake                                     in honor of Debbie Fishman & Joshua Goldblum, on the birth of their 

                                                                                                                                    grandson, Ezra Hershel Goncher

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Charles Schleifer                                    in memory of Phillip N. Schleifer, father

                                                                    Brian & Elana Shaw                               in honor of Eric Word, Jose Toro & GJC Maintenance Staff

                                                                    Gwynn Sigel                                           

                                                                    Ira & Bev Somerson                               in honor of Dena & Ed Lake, on their daughter's engagement

                                                                    Susan Sternthal                                       in memory of Samuel Gross, father

Hazak Fund                                                Dan & Marcy Bacine                              in honor of Lucille & Aaron Weber on their 65th anniversary

                                                                    Sonia Dishler                                          in memory of Rose Feinberg, mother

                                                                    Sam & Helene Feinberg                         in memory of Norman Danoff, cousin

                                                                    Cherie Goren                                          in memory of Judith Fleischman, mother

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Neil Goren, son

                                                                    Sonia Dishler                                          in memory of Rose Feinberg, mother

Contributions For the period of October through November, 2013

Todah Rabbah!
Sincere thanks and appreciation to those who remember to honor their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions.

The fastest way for your contribution to be processed is for you to fill out a Contribution Form (available in the office or on our website) and return it
to the office along with a check. Or just send in a check with a note.
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Contributions Continued
Hazak Fund                                                Susan Rothschild                                    in memory of Kay Strauss, sister

                                                                    Leah & Norman Schwartz                      in memory of Sidney Numerof, husband of Roselle Numerof and 

                                                                                                                                    father of Brenda Laigaie

                                                                    Aaron & Lucille Weber                          in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Lucille Weber                                         in memory of Phillip Applebaum, father

Interfaith Hospitality Network Fund      Howard Dansky &                                 in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Yona Diamond Dansky

                                                                    Corri Gottesman                                     in honor of Kathy & George Amrom (on behalf of the Olives, 

                                                                                                                                    Pomegranate, Palm & Etrog) for their plant hospitality

                                                                    Judah Labovitz                                       in memory of Rohama Siegel Lee, aunt

                                                                    Cecile Merion                                         in memory of Isaac Kopstein, father

                                                                    Sam Merion                                            in memory of Manya Merion, mother

                                                                    Frieda Sanders                                        in memory of Solomon Goldenberg, father

                                                                    Billie Schnall                                          in memory of Charles Schnall, father

                                                                    Barry Trevor                                           in honor of Brenda & David Laigaie, on the Bat Mitzvah of their 

                                                                                                                                    daughter, Grace

                                                                    Hyman Zelkowitz                                   in memory of Tillie Zelkowitz, mother

Israel Affairs Fund                                    Peninah Berdugo                                    in memory of Neal Chilton, father

                                                                    Mike & Carol Robinson                         in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Judy Schwartz & Jay Seitchik                in memory of Morty Littman, brother-in-law of Marty Kaplan

                                                                    Leah & Norman Schwartz                      in honor of Joel & Sydney Schwartz of Ramat Bet Shemesh, Israel, 

                                                                                                                                    on the birth of their daughter, Yehudis Meira

                                                                    Joan Silver                                              in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Bev & Ira Somerson                               in honor of Beverly Diamond on her grandson, Yahel, becoming 

                                                                                                                                    Bar Mitzvah

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Morty Littman, brother-in-law of Marty Kaplan

                                                                    Joan W. Stern                                          in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

Israel Garden fund                                    Dan & Marcy Bacine                              in honor of Jeanette Dudnck, on her 92nd birthday

                                                                    Ann & Martin Itzkowitz                         in memory of Bertha Pepp, friend

                                                                    Carol Kaplan                                          in memory of Ruth Pinn, mother

Kiddush Fund                                            Dan & Marcy Bacine                              in honor of Hilda Minkoff, on her special birthday

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Mitchell Berk & Beth Stearman             

                                                                    Bonnie Buyum                                       in memory of Barbara Buyum, aunt

                                                                    Sonia Dishler                                          refuah shleimah to Sandra Bumze

                                                                    Rebecca Landenheim &                         in memory of William R. Ladenheim, father

                                                                    Judith Rossman

                                                                    Jim & Sandy Meyer                                in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

                                                                    Mike Rodin                                             in memory of Alexander Rodin, grandfather

                                                                    Martha Sivitz                                          in memory of Clemens Brand, father

                                                                    Joan W. Stern                                          in memory of Meyer Winderman, grandfather

Library Fund                                             Jacob Daniel Kanofsky                          in memory of Paul Benjamin Kanofsky, brother

Men’s Club                                                 Bonnie Buyum                                       in memory of Sam Buyum, grandfather

Minyan Masorti Memorial                       Louie & Steve Asher                              in memory of Avriel Keogh, Baruch Bricklin, Bill & Gerta Lakritz, 

Shabbat Fund                                                                                                          Marty Weingarten, Katie Zimring, Batsheva Segal, & 

                                                                                                                                    Dan Kamiesar

                                                                    Jill Cooper                                              in honor of Gary Stein & Ellen Reese, on the birth of their grandson

                                                                    Leah & Norman Schwartz                      in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

                                                                    Dveera Segal                                          in memory of Gedalia Segal, father

Music Fund                                                Dan & Marcy Bacine                              refuah shleimah to Ira Somerson

                                                                    Bonnie Buyum                                       in memory of Eda Kaufman, grandmother

                                                                    Stephen Corsover                                   in memory of Pauline Corsover, mother

                                                                    Mindelle Goldstein                                 refuah shleimah to Ira Somerson

                                                                    Martin Itzkowitz                                     in memory of Anne Itzkowitz, mother

                                                                    Phyllis Kauffman                                    refuah shleimah to Ira Somerson

                                                                                                                                    refuah shleimah to Susan Sternthal

                                                                    Evelyn Eskin & David Major                 in honor of Betsy & Hershel Richman, on Ariella becoming 

                                                                                                                                    Bat Mitzvah

                                                                    Gloria Salmansohn                                 in memory of Herman Salmansohn, father-in-law

                                                                    Charles Schleifer                                    in memory of Elaine Ives-Cameron, sister

                                                                    Martha Schleifer                                     in memory of Klara Furman, mother

                                                                    Judy Schwartz & Jay Seitchik                in honor of Dena & Ed Lake, on their daughter's engagement

                                                                    The Spear Family                                   in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

Prayerbook & Ritual Item Fund              Gloria Salmansohn                                 in memory of Eva Smilowitz, mother

Program Fund                                           Brian & Elana Shaw                               in honor of Hannah & Gavi Shaw, on their birthdays
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Rabbi Lewis’s Discretionary Fund          Barry Farber                                           in memory of Claire Farber, mother

                                                                    Ruth Farber                                             in memory of Sam Spizer, father

                                                                    Barbara Menin                                        in memory of Ronald Lance, father

                                                                    Eleanor Seif                                            in memory of Max Cohen, father

                                                                    Gwynn Sigel                                           in appreciation of Rabbi Lewis and the work she does

Rabbi Zeff’s Discretionary Fund             Joyce Lieberman, Sherman Aronson,    in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

                                                                    Stevie & Emma                                    

                                                                    Michael Beer                                          in honor of Marta & Chip Becker

                                                                    Mitchell Berk & Beth Stearman             in appreciation of Rabbi Zeff, for leading high holiday services

                                                                    Barbara Bloom                                       in honor of Debbie Fishman & Joshua Goldblum, on the birth of their 

                                                                                                                                    grandson, Ezra Hershel Goncher

                                                                    Lila Booth                                               in memory of Nathan Wolfman, father

                                                                    Ellen Brown                                           in memory of Herbert D. Sterns, father

                                                                    Mindy Brown                                         in memory of Hinda Brown, mother

                                                                    Nan Daniels                                            in memory of David Shapiro, father

                                                                    Naomi Druckman                                   in memory of Leon Druckman, husband

                                                                    Rochelle Fellman                                   in memory of Esther Abrams, mother

                                                                    Sandie & Stan Hirsch                             in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

                                                                    Jeremy & Shellie Holl                            in memory of Trevor Loughlin

                                                                    Diane & Leon King                                in appreciation of the Rider’s Club

                                                                    Susan & Morris Klein                            in honor of Rabbi Zeff and Rabbi Melissa Klein

                                                                    Stuart Lehrman                                       

                                                                    Barbara Lissy                                          in memory of Hannah Shaines, mother

                                                                    Richard Menin                                        in memory of Elinor Menin, mother

                                                                    Joyce Norden                                          in memory of Myrtle Manheimer, mother

                                                                    Sue Rochman                                         in appreciation of Rabbi Zeff & Rabbi Lewis, for their guidance with 

                                                                                                                                    Scott’s Bar Mitzvah

                                                                    Leah & Norman Schwartz                      in honor of Rabbi Zeff & Cheryl Bettigole, on the Bar Mitzvah of their 

                                                                                                                                    son Mati Zeff

                                                                    Bunny Stein                                            in memory of Jacob Weinstein, father

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Rita Weinstein, mother

                                                                    Michael Steinlauf                                   in memory of Doris Wald Steinlauf, mother

                                                                    Norma Walton                                        in memory of Henry M. Walton, husband

                                                                    Susan & Ken Weiss                                in honor of Carol Kaplan, on her 80th birthday

Samuel Furman Achievement Fund        Alan Furman                                           in memory of John M. Furman, father

Social Action Fund                                    David & Betty Ann Fellner                    in memory of Paul Actor, father of Neil Actor

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Mati Zeff, on becoming Bar Mitzvah

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Rabbi Zeff & Cheryl Bettigole, on the Bar Mitzvah of their 

                                                                                                                                    son Mati Zeff

                                                                    Ilene & Coleman Poses                          in appreciation of Gisha Berkowitz, for all she has done to make the 

                                                                                                                                    world more socially just

                                                                    Leah & Norman Schwartz                      in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

                                                                    Norman Schwartz                                   in memory of Bess Frank, aunt

                                                                    George Stern                                           in memory of Edwin Stern, father

                                                                    Joan W. Stern                                          in memory of Sonia Kranzel, mother of Judge Isador Kranzel

Torah Restoration Fund                           Dan & Marcy Bacine                              in honor of Rabbi Zeff & Cheryl Bettigole, on the Bar Mitzvah of their 

                                                                                                                                    son Mati Zeff

                                                                    Maxine & Maurice Feldman                  refuah shleimah to Nina Gordon

                                                                    Eve Pinkenson                                        in memory of Jane Blumenthal, mother

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Abraham Blumenthal, grandfather

                                                                    Ruth Rosenthal                                       in memory of Abraham Wernick, father

                                                                    Joan Silver                                              refuah shleimah to Cy Cohen

                                                                    Joan Silver and Ellen Kopeland             refuah shleimah to Phyllis Kauffman, for a speedy recovery on her 

                                                                                                                                    double knee replacement

Women’s Club                                           Frances Gold                                          in memory of Samuel Munder, cousin

                                                                    Melva Sanzon                                         in memory of Joseph Sanzon, father

                                                                    Susan & Berel Sternthal                         refuah shleimah to Ira Somerson

                                                                                                                                    in honor of Ed & Dena Lake, on their daughter’s engagement

Youth Activities Fund                                Lizanne Berger                                       in memory of Joan Marcus Berger, mother

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Eric Michael Berger, brother

                                                                                                                                    refuah shleimah to Cy Cohen

                                                                                                                                    in honor of her birthday

                                                                    Curt & Leslie Pontz                                in memory of Sawyer Pontz, grandson

                                                                                                                                    in memory of Frances “Frumel” M. Barr, mother of Arnold Barr

                                                                    Leslie Pontz                                            in memory of Ezekiel Levinson, father

                                                                    Joan W. Stern                                          refuah shleimah to Ira Somerson

Contributions Continued
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Sunday, January 12, 2014 
10 AM—1 PM 

at Germantown Jewish Centre 

For thousands of years henna (a temporary stain for the skin that typically lasts from a few days to a few weeks) has 
been used to decorate and heal the body. The use of henna is mentioned in the Bible and it has been used especially 

by Sephardic Jews in Israel, other parts of the Middle East, Africa and India, as part of the wedding ceremony. 
Recently henna has been used to celebrate not only weddings, but other life-cycle events like the Bat and Bar Mitzvah 

and pregnancy. Henna is a great way of connecting and "playing" with family and friends. It has been called a good 
luck charm - a "blessing" upon the skin, that can be enjoyed by women and men alike. 

 
LLeeaarrnn hhooww ttoo mmaakkee yyoouurr oowwnn HHeennnnaa ppaassttee ffrroomm aallll nnaattuurraall iinnggrreeddiieennttss,, ddrraaww ttrraaddiittiioonnaall ddeessiiggnnss aanndd ccrreeaattee yyoouurr oowwnn.. 

IInn aaddvvaannccee ooff TTuu bbii’’SShh’’vvaatt GGiinnaa wwiillll ccoonncceennttrraattee oonn tteeaacchhiinngg ssoommee fflloorraall ddeessiiggnnss ttoooo.. 
 GGiinnaa GGrruueennbbeerrgg iiss aa MMuullttii--MMeeddiiaa AArrttiisstt,, TTeeaacchheerr,, AAccuuppuunnccttuurriisstt && SShhiiaattssuu pprraaccttiittiioonneerr wwhhoo lliivveess aanndd wwoorrkkss iinn MMtt.. AAiirryy.. 

FFoorr mmoorree eexxaammpplleess ooff HHeennnnaa lliinnkk ttoo GGiinnaa’’ss FFaacceebbooookk ppaaggee bbyy sseeaarrcchhiinngg ““BBooddyy AArrtt OOnn aanndd OOffff tthhee SSkkiinn””  

 
WWoorrkk oonn yyoouurrsseellff,, ootthheerrss,, oorr oonn ppaappeerr.. 

AA ggrreeaatt ccllaassss ttoo sshhaarree wwiitthh aa rreellaattiivvee oorr ffrriieenndd.. 
KKiiddss 1100 && uupp aarree wweellccoommee,, aass lloonngg aass tthheeyy aarree aaccccoommppaanniieedd bbyy aann aadduulltt.. 

$$4455 ppeerr ppeerrssoonn 
oorr ttaakkee tthhee ccllaassss wwiitthh aa rreellaattiivvee oorr ffrriieenndd aanndd ppaayy jjuusstt $$4400 ppeerr ppeerrssoonn  

FFeeee iinncclluuddeess aallll nneecceessssaarryy mmaatteerriiaallss aanndd eevveenn aa ttuubbee ooff hheennnnaa ttoo ttaakkee hhoommee.. SSnnaacckkss pprroovviiddeedd ttoooo!! 
 

AAddvvaanncceedd rreeggiissttrraattiioonn nneecceessssaarryy.. SSppaaccee iiss lliimmiitteedd.. 
CCoonnttaacctt EEllaannaa SShhaaww aatt 221155..884444..11550077 XX1199 oorr pprrooggrraamm@@ggeerrmmaannttoowwnnjjeewwiisshhcceennttrree..oorrgg ttoo rreeggiisstteerr.. 

400 West Ellet Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 

215-844-1507 

www.germantownjewishcentre.org 
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you can too!

”

“

SWITCHED

*Hours: Weekdays 8 to 6

www.valleygreenbank.com
Mt Airy*  | 215.242.3550

Chestnut Hill*  | 215.242.1550
South Philadelphia  | 215.462.2265 

Radnor  | 610.995.2265
Center City  | 215.569.2265

WOMEN AGAINST ABUSE

Valley Green Bank understands our 

mission of advocating safety for survivors 

of domestic violence. Working with 

community partners is important to us. 

Valley Green Bank has been a strong ally.  

VALLEY GREEN BANK CARES 

ABOUT ITS CUSTOMERS!

JEANNINE LISITSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

WOMEN AGAINST ABUSE.

VALLEY GREEN BANK CUSTOMER SINCE 2010

Offering Your Child the Finest in  
Caring Staff, Diverse Programming  
& Outstanding Facilities.

Howard & Dale Ba�erman, Owners/Directors

*Food served is not under Kosher supervision.

610.275.CA M P www.srdaycamps.com

Sesame/Rockwood Camps
SESAME DAY CAMP • CAMP ROCKWOOD
ROCKWOOD ADVENTURES TEEN TRAVEL

 Day Camp: 4 to 
 8 Week Sessions

 Mini-Day Option 
 (3, 4, & 5 year olds)

 American Red Cross  
 Swim Program

 Arts & Outdoor 
 Adventure Activities  

 Extensive Sports Program 

 Great Lunches, Snacks* 
 & Much More!

 Teen Travel Program: 
 1 to 8 Week Options  
 for 6th thru 9th Grades

 Door-to-Door 
 Transportation

esaame// ooRRRoRoeammmemesssasaeeesesSSSeSe
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Please consider making a planned gift to the Germantown 

Jewish Centre’s endowment fund.  Planned gifts come in

many forms, including for example – charitable gift 

annuities, life insurance, trusts, or even a bequest in your will.

For more information about how you can join the Ner Tamid

Society please contact the office.

Join the ner Tamid Society 
by Making a Planned gift to gJC

PERSONAL TRAINER

Zachary Segal, NASM CES PES
(215) 688-6241

www.threadmovement.com
NASM Certified Fitness Trainer

“Training for Health Through Effort, Flow, and Focus”

Train In–Home or at Local Gym
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Please submit all articles via email to 

program@germantownjewishcentre.org. 

Deadline for the March Issue is February 3.

Save the Dates

Melevah Malkah Concert Fundraiser for GJC

February 1

Men’s Club World Wide Wrap

February 2

Women’s Clothing Giveaway 

February 23

First Class Pre-Sort

u.S. Postage 

PA I D  
Horsham, PA 

Permit No. 179
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Mitchell P. Marcus
P R E S I D E N T

Adam Zeff
R A B B I

Annie Lewis
A S S I S TA N T R A B B I

Nina Peskin
E x E C u T I v E D I R E C T O R

Alanna Sklover
R A B B I E D u C AT O R

Gloria Geissler 
F I N A N C E D I R E C T O R

Mindy Pitkofsky
E A R LY C H I L D H O O D D I R E C T O R

Elana Shaw
P R O G R A M D I R E C T O R

Leonard D. Gordon
R A B B I E M E R I T u S

Rod Griffith & David Fish
M E N ’ S C L u B C O -P R E S I D E N T S

Barb Menin & Dena Lake
W O M E N ’ S C L u B C O -P R E S I D E N T S

affiliated with the united synagogue 
of conservative judaism  

(215) 844-1507 fax: (215) 844-8309
Web: www.GermantownJewishCentre.org


